23/ 05/ 1998

Sabah shoul d now focus on State el ection

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - Wth the cycle to rotate the Sabah Chief Mnister's
post anong the three mai n communi ti es conpl eted, the Barisan Nasi onal
shoul d now focus its attention on wi nning the next State el ection.

Sabah Umo Liai son Conmittee chairman Dat uk Osu Sukamsaid the
fulfilment of the promisetorotate the Chief Mnister's post shoul d not
be all owed to overshadow efforts to win the next State el ection.

"What is nore inmportant for the State BN Government is to provide an
effective adm ni stration and not just fulfillingits prom ses, including
the rotation of the Chief Mnister's post," he told reporters on his
arrival here today.

Osu, who is Land and Co-operative Devel opnent M nister, was commenting
on t he appoi nt ment of Touri smand Environnment M nister Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok as Sabah's new Chi ef Mnister.

Dompok, who is Parti Denokrati k Sabah president, repl aces Dat uk Yong
Teck Lee whose two-year termexpires on May 28.

The BN had during the State election in March 1994 pronised to rotate
the Chief Mnister's post every two years anong t he Musl i mBuni put er a,
non- Musl i m Bumi put era and Chi nese.

He said the State government shoul d al so unite the peopl e.

Csu hoped that all quarters inthe State BNwill give their full support
to enabl e Donmpok to di scharge his duties effectively.

On Sabah Umo' s opi ni on on the appoi nt nent of Donpok as Chief M nister,
Csu said it had given Prime M nister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad the full nandate to decide on the matter.

Asked about the possibility of a State Cabi net reshuffle, Gsu said the
new Chi ef M nister shoul d deci de that.

State Local CGovernnent and Housi ng M ni ster Datuk Laji mUkin descri bed
Donpok as "the right man" to becone the next Chief Mnister.

He sai d this was because Donpok has vast experience in politics and
admi ni stration.

"We need intelligent |eaders |ike Donpok to lead us,” he told a Press
conf erence today.
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