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Yong- Si ngapor e
SABAH SENI OR M NI STER REGRETS S| NGAPORE' S ARROGANT ATTI TUDE

KOTA Kl NABALU, Aug 7 (Bernama) -- President of the Sabah Progressive
Party (SAPP) Datuk Yong Teck Lee today regretted the arrogant manner in
whi ch Si ngapore has handl ed t he Tanj ung Pagar - Wodl ands i ssue.

This had strained the | ong-standi ng good rel ati ons between the two
countries, he said in a statenent.

"Why pick a fight with a good neigbour at a tine when they know very
well we are facing difficulties as a result of the financial and econom c
problens in East Asia that have adversely affected our countries," he said.

Yong the former Chief Mnister and now a senior Mnister in the Sabah
Cabi net said both countries should stand together and support each other in
this crucial tine.

"I't has chosen to hit Mal aysia when we are fighting a grave battle
agai nst external forces threatening the econom c wel |l being of our nation.
Hence we suspect that Singapore has ulterior notives," he said.

Sabah Ml aysi ans were proud of the firmmess and pati ence shown by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and ot her national |eaders in
dealing with this matter, he said.

"W in Sabah are happy to see that the Prinme Mnister has taken the
correct step by telling Singapore not to take Mal aysia for granted, thus
perserving our national dignity and integrity," Yong said.

"Qur Prime Mnister has al ways been advocating the concept of Smart
Part nershi p and Prosper Thy Nei ghbour. However Singapore does not seemto
appreciate the friendship and goodw Il of Ml aysia and has shown scant
attention to the need to preserve good relations with its nei ghbour,” he
added.
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