25 JUN 1998
Kasi t ah- Reacti on
SABAH LEADERS WELCOVE APPO NTMENT OF KASI TAH AND DAI M

KOTA KI NABALU, June 25 (Bernama) -- Political |eaders in Sabah today
wel coned the appoi ntnment of Tan Sri Kasitah Gaddam as Land and Cooperative
Devel opnent M nister to succeed Datuk Osu Sukam who has joint the state
cabi net.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donmpok sai d Kasitah's appoi ntment woul d
hel p i ntensify devel opnent for the people in particular those in the rura
ar eas.

"He is the right choice and being fromthe rural hinself, he wll
understand better the aspirations of the people," he said when commenti ng
on Kasitah's appoi ntment whi ch was announced by the Prime Mnister's
Depart ment yest erday.

Kasitah was sworn in as a senator today before taking up the
m ni sterial post.

He said Kasitah had vast adm nistrative experience and the state
governnent woul d give full cooperation to him

OGsu, who is Sabah Deputy Chief Mnister and Finance Mnister, also
wel coned t he appoi nt rent of Kasitah, saying that Sabah Umo had confidence
in Kasitah's ability in discharging his national duties.

"W are sure that the Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad)
has taken into account all factors before appointing him" he said.

Anot her Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Joseph Kurup said Kasitah's
appoi ntmrent would help to intensify efforts in the devel opnent of |and.

Akar Bersatu president Datuk Pandi kar Amin Mulia, who is al so Sabah
Agriculture and Fisheries, said: "I believe that with his past experience
at the federal |level, he could provide the best service."

Meanwhi |l e, OGsu al so wel coned t he appoi nt ment of Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n as
M nister with Special Functions in the Prine Mnister's Department.

He said Daimcould help rehabilitate the country's econony and boost
the confidence of the people.

Wanita Umo Chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sulaiman in wel comng Daims
appoi ntnment said any efforts ained at resolving the current economc
downturn were wel coned by the novenent.
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