28 MAY 1998
Ghapur - Umo
SABAH UWMNO KNEW OF GHAPUR S DECI SI ON ONLY THI S MORNI NG

KOTA KI NABALU, May 28 (Bernanmm) -- Sabah Umo only this norning came to
know of Datuk Ghapur Salleh's decision not to seek reappointnent to the
State Cabinet |ed by new Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, its
secretary Datuk Yahya Hussin said.

He said the Chairman of the State Umo Liaison Committee Datuk Osu
Sukam woul d conmrent further on Ghapur's decision |later.

"The Umo | eadership will decide on filling the post...," he said.
Ghapur served as Deputy Chief Mnister and M nister of Finance in the
governnent of Datuk Yong Teck Lee. He is also the State Umo Deputy Chi ef.
Ghapur earlier told reporters that he had inforned Prine Mnister and
Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad of his decision not to seek

reappoi ntnent to the state cabinet | ed by Donpok.

He was at |Istana Negeri to attend the swearing-in of Donpok as the new
Chief Mnister of Sabah but did not stay on for the cerenony when the Yang
Di pertua Negeri gave out letters of appointnent or reappointnment to the
St at e Cabi net.

CGhapur said he would i ssue a statenment next week on his decision not to
seek reappoi ntnent to the Sabah Cabi net.

Donpok has retained all 10 State M nisters who served under Yong but
their portfolios had not been deci ded.

Among t hose who received letters of appointnent or reappoi ntment were
Dat uk Yong Teck Lee (former Chief Mnister), Datuk Joseph Kurup, Datuk Tham
Nyi p Shen, Datuk LajimUkin, Datuk WIfred Bunburing, Datuk Pandi kar Amin
Mul i a Yahya, Datuk Raynond Tan and Dat uk Dayang Mahani Pengiran Ahnad
Raf f ae.

CGhapur had in fact announced his resignation fromthe State Cabinet in
Decenber but withdrew it in January.

CGhapur is also Menber of the Legislative Assenbly (M.A) for Merotai.

Meanwhi | e when reporters asked Yong about his appointment to the
Cabi net, he said,” | have a new feeling....serving in another role."

Asked why had been retained in the Cabinet, Yong said reporters should
direct this question to the new Chief Mnister.
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