04/ 10/ 1998
Sabah Umo to test polls nmachinery on Cct 17

Jaswi nder Kaur
KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - The State Umo |iaison commttee has fixed Cct 17 to
test the el ection nmachinery in all 20 divisions.

Its head, Datuk Osu Sukam said this was necessary to determine the
party's prepareness in facing the State el ections under "whatever
condi tions".

He said the el ections could be hel d anyti me bet ween now and March next
year and that the La N na weat her phenonmenon could also hit the State
during the sanme peri od.

"Umo as t he backbone of the Barisan Nasi onal Governnent in Sabah shoul d
make t he necessary preparations to face the el ections in whatever
conditions, especially whenthe State is expected to face the La Ni na
phenonenon. "

He said the commttee had al so decided that 15 Umo nenbers fromvari ous
Ummo di vi si ons woul d be trained to use the Umo conput er network systemon
Cct 7, inanove totest the election nmachinery.

OGsu, who is also Deputy Chief Mnister, said the State Governnent had
instructed all rel evant agencies at district | evel to take the necessary
precautions in facing the effects of the La Ni na phenonenon

He was speaking at a Press conference at the Umo of fice i n Kunasa, near
here, today, after chairing a nonthly State Umo |iaison commttee
neeti ng.

He al so commented on Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
statenent that he (Dr Mahathir) would consult his Umo col | eagues on
whet her or not to appoint a deputy before the party el ection next year
follow ng the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

Gsu said it was the culture of Umo to apply the consultative approach

"We have di scussed the matter ... and it seens that the Prine M nister
does not want to use the power that he has in appointing his deputy. He
want s the deci sion to conme through the consultative approach ... thisis

the Umo cul ture.”

He also reiterated the need for party nenbers to remai n united under the
present situation.

"We shoul d remain united as the el ections are our main focus. W need
unity to ensure victory in the elections.™

He said the State Umo information division had been instructed to
expl ai n the sacki ng and expul sion of Anwar to party menbers.
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