20 FEB 1998
Mohamad- Conventi on
SABAH BN LEADERS TOLD BE VI G LANT AGAI NST SPLIT WTH N BN

KOTA Kl NABALU, Feb 20 (Bernama) -- Barisan Nasional (BN)
secretary-general Datuk Mdhanmad Rahmat sai d Sabah BN | eaders shoul d be
vigilant against split within the coalition front which could lead to its
downfal | .

He said one way of avoiding this would be to refrain fromcritising
ot her BN | eaders through the nedia.

"Don't sinply go to the newspapers. Newspapers |ike sensational stories
because they draw readers' attention. Going to the press nay weaken us," he
sai d when presenting a paper entitled "Justice for AIl" at the Sabah BN
Conventi on here today.

The one-day convention, which was attended by sone 2,000 nenbers from
BN conponent parties, was opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad who is al so BN chairman.

Rem ndi ng t hose present of the split within Umo at one tinme, Mbhanmad
who is also Informati on M nister said Sabah | eaders shoul d emul ate the
founders of Alliance and BN, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra and Tun Abdul Razak
who believed in the principle of power-sharing.

He said the BN was not free of problenms because different |eaders had
different views but they nust give and take to preserve unity in the
coalition.

On the thene of the convention "Justice For All", he said whoever |ed
the state governnent nust be fair to all conmunities.

In this respect, he conmended Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee for
doi ng a good j ob. --BERNANVA
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