27 NOV 1998
Mahat hi r - Sabah
SABAH ELECTI ON AS BAROVETER OF BN S FUTURE, SAYS MAHATHI R

KOTA KI NABALU, Nov 27 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad sai d the coning Sabah el ection is very inportant because
it serves as a baroneter of the future of Barisan Nasional (BN).

In this connection, he urged the younger generation in the BN to ensure
victory for the coalition front in the state el ection

"Don't forget your responsibility to your race and country. |I'm
confident that if we act in a nore responsi ble manner by accepting that our
nation is our responsibility, then we will enmerge victorious in the
el ection to enable us to continue bringing devel opnent to Ml aysi a and
Sabah," he sai d when addressing a gathering of BN youth, here.

The Sabah el ection nust be held at the latest in March next year.

Dr Mahathir who is al so BN chai rman said the BN governnent woul d
restore Sabah's wealth whi ch had been eroded by irresponsible people in the
past .

"W, being nore responsible, will restore the wealth of Sabah and nake
it aprenmier state in Malaysia," he said to the appl ause of those present.

"lI'"ve confident that Sabah can...the Barisan Nasi onal Youth can,
because this generation is a responsi ble generation who want to serve their
country," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a two-day working visit here, urged the people
of Sabah to support all BN candi dates, irrespective of who they were and
fromwhi ch conponent parties they cane.

The peopl e must renmenber that the BN woul d be contesting, not the
conmponent parties, he said.

According to the prime mnsiter, what is inportant is not the
i ndi viduals but voting the BN to power. There is no point if some BN
candi dates win but the party | oses on the whole.

"When we win and formthe government, that will be the tinme when we
gain many benefits, but if we | ose and cannot formthe governnent, even
t hough we are happy because we are not the candi dates and succeed in
frustrating the candi dates chosen by the BN, we will get nothing," he said.

He urged the BN Youth to understand the BN concept of place the party's
i nterest above those of individual candi dates or conponent parties.

Dr Mahathir said the BN nust maintain power to continue its devel opnent
efforts especially in making Mal aysi a a devel oped nati on by the year 2020.
He said he was sad when he saw how bad Sabah's situation was -- |ike
being in a poor and backward country -- when the BN took over the state's

adm ni stration fromthe opposition governmnent.

Thi s happened because the Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) which rul ed Sabah
before that had destroyed and acquired the wealth of the state for
t hemsel ves.

The BN woul d not allow this to occur twice and Dr Mahat hir was
confident that the BN Youth would play an inmportant role in determining the
victory of the party in the state el ection.

"The BN Youth will determine who will lead the country. You will
i nherit apa what we have built.

"When you take over, what you get is a devel oped and prosperous
country, capable in all aspects," he said.

Al so present were Sabah Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok and
acting BN Yout h chai rman Dat uk Hi shamuddi n Tun Hussei n.
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