28 NOV 1998
Mahat hi r - El ecti on
SABAH ELECTI ON TO BE HELD AS EARLY AS PCSSI BLE, SAYS PM

KOTA KI NABALU, 28 Nov (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said today that the Sabah el ection will be held "as early
as possible".

"As early as possible, we can't go beyond a certain date. W can't go
beyond April anyway," he told a news conference at the old Kota Ki nabal u
International Airport's old termnal building before his departure for the
federal capital after a two-day working visit.

Dr Mahathir, who said yesterday that the conming state el ecti on would
serve as a baronmeter for the future of the Bari san Nasional, expressed
confidence that the BN would win in the el ection

"I sense higher spirit and greater unity since ny last visit. Everyone
is enthusiastic to face the election. This is certainly good for the
Bari san Nasional in Sabah," he said.

On how far the Sabah el ection can be regarded as a baroneter for the
BN, Dr Mahathir who is BN chairman, said: "To a certain extent of course it
is a baronmeter but it is not necessary a conpl ete neasurenent of the future
of the BN."

The term of the present state governnent ends on March 18, next year.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that so far he had not
received the Iist of candidates fromthe state Umo to be fielded in the
el ection.

Asked on the possibility that the general election and the Sabah
el ection coul d be held simltaneously, he said: "W have to consider these
t hi ngs".

On whether the formula on the allocation of seats anong Sabah BN
conmponent parties is being drawn up, he said: "No, not yet".

Respondi ng to a question on whether there was any truth in talk that
some i ncunbents aligned to Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mmay be dropped, Dr
Mahat hir said he did not know of anybody being aligned to the forner deputy
prime mnister.

Asked on the challenge to the BN to be posed by the Parti Bersekutu |ed
by former Chief Mnister Datuk Harris Salleh, Dr Mahathir said that it
woul d not succeed.

"I think it will have no effect. As usual, Parti Bersekutu tries to use
money. Previously, Parti Berjaya gave out dividends from borrowed noney and
when he was defeated, the government had to bear it.

"This time around, he pronmises to give noney to the people of
Sabah...we shoul d never nmake such offers. But he thinks he has nothing to
| ose by nmaki ng such offers as he is not thinking of winning," he said.

On the revived issue of the handi ng over of Labuan to the federal
governnent in the state, Dr Mahathir said: "They (Parti Bersekutu) just
want to create an issue".

He al so said the federal government would | ook into the possibility of
provi ding financial assistance for the state's devel opnent expenditure.
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