14/ 09/ 1998

Sabbar uddi n: Zahi d nust stop backi ng non- menber

TEMERLCH, Sun. - Ummo Yout h chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Hami di shoul d step
down i f he continues to align hinself with former Deputy Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Anwar Ibrahimin his so-called reformation noverent.

Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k said today Zahi d shoul d
refrain fromsupporting a non-party nmenber because it was now cl ear that
Anwar was agai nst Umo.

"As the | eader of the party's Youth wi ng he shoul d understand this. But
I cannot make a deci si on on behal f of suprene council on Zahid's position
inthe party," he said.

He was speaking to reporters after a cl osed-door briefing for party
nmenbers fromthe Tenerl oh division

Sabbar uddi n, who is also Culture, Arts and TourismM nister, said action
provi ded for under section 18.6 of the party's constitution could be taken
agai nst Zahi d.

The section allows the party to warn, suspend or bar a menber fromvying
for party posts or contesting in the general or state el ections, expul sion
fromthe party and ot her punishnents deened fit.

There is al so section 18.4 whi ch, anong others, requires every party
menber to adhere to the party's decision, safeguard the party's good nane
and abide by the party's policies, failing which action can al so be taken.

Sabbar uddi n, who is al so Tenerl oh Umo di vi sional chief, saidthe
di vi si on had unani nousl y supported party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad' s deci sion to sack Anwar fromthe party.

"Based on the expl anation given, the division has accepted Dr Mahathir's
and suprene council's decision to sack Anwar," he said.

On today' s briefing which was attended by about 250 nenbers, Sabbaruddin
said: "Mst of the things | told themwere what have been reported in the
medi a and nmenbers were gi ven the opportunity to ask questions for further
clarifications."”
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