04/ 09/ 1998
Sabbaruddi n: Carnival '98 will be better and bi gger

Hami sah Hami d

THE Shoppi ng Carnival' 98 to be hel d bet ween Cct ober 3 and Novenber 1, wll
be better and bi gger with nore shoppi ng conpl exes, shops and hotel s

t hroughout the country taking part in the event.

I n announcing the event, Culture, Arts and TourismM ni ster Datuk
Sabbar uddi n Chi k said only five maj or towns participatedin the Shopping
Carnival ' 97 | ast year

"Based on the suggestion by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, the Shopping Carnival this year will be extended nati onw de,
covering various goods and services to assist | ocal conpani es af fected by
the econom c turnoil," he said in a nedia conference to announce t he event
in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Thi s year, the carnival cones with a thene, "Ml aysia Your Top Val ue
Shoppi ng Desti nation".

It aims at pronoting Mal aysia as an attractive shoppi ng desti nation t hat
offers variety quality goods and services with reasonabl e pri ces.

“In line with the objective of Shopping Carnival'98 to increase the
country's incone through shopping activities and assi st | ocal conpani es,

t he concept of this year's shopping carnival lies in the pronotion of
| ocal | y-made goods and servi ce.

"As such, many attractive and interesting activities have been pl anned
to pronote | ocal goods not only to foreign tourists but also to |oca
peopl e," he said.

Sabbar uddi n said the drop in the value of the ringgit conpared with the
main currencies in the world have given foreign tourists nore purchasing
power to shop in the country.

Thus, shopping is one of the activities that coul d boost t he nunber of
tourists conming into the country, he said.

To date, about 166 shoppi ng conmpl exes and shops nati onwi de have agreed
to participate in the carnival

Sabbaruddin said the main activity will be the di scount sal es of between
10 per cent to 70 per cent on | ocal products, branded products, clothes,
el ectrical goods, food, |eather goods and servi ces.

The launching of the national |evel of Shopping Canival '98 will be held
at the Suria KLCC on Cctober 2 at 5pm

The | aunching cerenony will also be the curtain-raiser for "Ml aysia
Fashi on Week", to be held between Cctober 3 and 9 in Kual a Lunpur.

"The fashi on week is organi sed by Kunpul an Utusan Mel ayu Bhd with an
obj ective to showase | at est devel opnment in | ocal fashion industry.

"For the first tinme in Mal aysi a, fashi on designers, suppliers, sellers,
manuf acturers and fashi on colleges will have the chance to showcase their
products and services," he said.

Atotal of 55 hotels throughout the country will take part in the
carnival by of fering di scounts and attractive roomand food packages.

Sabbaruddi n said | ocal car deal ers such as the Edaran O onpbil Nasi ona
(EON) have al ready conduct ed pronoti on and car sal es whi ch had recei ved
encour agi hg support.

MAS Gol den Hol i days and Mal aysia Airlines are al so taking part in the
event by of fering speci al packages of "Experince Mal aysia for Free" and
"Mal aysi a Showcase".

Every state in the country includi ng Sabah and Sarawak al so have
attractive programres and events for the carnival in the pipeline.



On the Commonweal t h Ganes, Sabbaruddi n sai d bet ween 60, 000 and 80, 000
foreign visitors are expected to visit Ml aysia.

"I amsure that those who have visited Mal aysia will conme back again for
following visit. Statistics showthat out of 10 peopl e who visit Ml aysi a,
8.7 of themwill visit the country again,” he said.

( END)



	Sabbaruddin: Carnival '98 will be better and bigger (NST 04/09/1998)

