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Sabbar uddi n- Austral i a
SABBARUDDI N TO MEET AUSSI E ENVOY OVER HOLI DAY TRI P CANCELLATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 3 (Bernamm) -- Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister
Dat uk Seri Sabbaruddin Chik will neet Australian H gh Comm ssioner to
Mal aysi a Robert Cotten over the cancellation of a holiday trip by a group
of Australian tourists owing to bad press on Ml aysia by the foreign nedia.

He said he would enlighten Cotten on the actual situation in Ml aysia.

Situation in Malaysia is under control and safe for foreigners to
visit, he told reporters when asked to comment on reports that 70
Australian tourists cancelled their hotel bookings recently follow ng
adverse reports on Ml aysi a.

The tourists, scheduled to arrive in Ml aysia next year, had nade
package bookings for a three-day stay in a | eading hotel here and anot her
three days in Sabah, he said

Earlier, he presented a RVMb0, 000 sponsorshi p cheque to Al exander Yoong,
Mal aysi a's Formul a Three racer, on behalf of the Ml aysian Tourism
Pronotion Board (Touri sm Mal aysi a) .

Sabbaruddi n said the foreign nmedia should not cash in on the expul sion
of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe governnent and Umo to portray
Mal aysia in a bad |ight.

He said they should not msconstrue the real situation in Ml aysia.

"OM ng to their basel ess and distorted reports, sonme foreign tourists
feel Malaysia is in a war-torn zone and was scared to cone here to spend
their holidays," he said.

Sabbar uddi n, who is al so Umo secretary-general, said the working paper
on the proposed anendnents to the party constituion was ready to be tabled
at the Dec 13 Special Umo CGeneral Assenbly convened to di scuss and approve
t he amendnents.

Besi des determ ning an appropriate time frame to enable a party nmenber
to vie for positions, the assenbly would al so debate on the age limt for
party nmenbership and the node of canpaigning for party positions, he said.

"W do not want overzeal ous canpaigning to the extent of ignoring the
party constitution. We will limt it fromgoing overboard," he said.

He said Umo does not stop a candidate vying for party posts from
campai gni ng but the party's constitution nust be respected.

A total of 2,017 del egates would attend the one-day assenbly schedul ed
to be opened by Prinme Mnister and Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the Putra Wrld Trade Cenmtre (PWC).
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