08/ 10/ 1998

" Sacked duo's actions anmount to betrayal

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Umo Youth acting head Datuk H shanmuddi n Tun Hussein
today | abelled as "a betrayal"” the actions of two sacked party nmenbers in
i ssuing statements fromabroad on the political devel opnents in the
country.

The two are fornmer Penang Umo Youth chief Abdul Rahi m Ghause and Dat uk
Seri Anwar |brahims fornmer political secretary Mbohamad Ezam Mohd Noor who
have been making statenments in the Philippines and I ndonesia respectively.

Speaking to reporters after chairing his first Umo Youth Executive
Conmittee neeting in his new capacity, H shamuddin said it was not right
to use a foreign platformto do so.

"It is a betrayal of the country and party and it shows they are not
conmtted to our struggle and that they do not |ove our country and party.

"People like that deserve to be sacked fromthe party," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Kel antan Umo deputy |iaison chief Datuk Annuar Misa said
Abdul Rahimwas a coward to issue the statement froma foreign country
instead of airing his grievances in the country |like a true and
responsi bl e | eader

"I can only describe his action as the worst criminal act anybody can
think of," he said.

Annuar was speaking to reporters after w tnessing a nenorandum of
under st andi ng si gni ng cerenony between his Mnistry and the Internationa
Islamic University for the Community Devel oprent (Kenas) Departnent's
comput er cl asses.

Abdul Rahimin his statenment had anong others accused the Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad of neglecting the | ower incone group and
clinging on to power in order to protect the business interests of his
children and cl ose associ at es.

Annuar said Abdul Rahim s statements were treacherous since it could
give further roomto the foreign Press to undermnmi ne Governnent's effort to
revive the econony.

"It was an exanpl e of shanmeful | eadership as Abdul Rahi m made those
accusations from abroad where the Prime Mnister had no neans to defend
hi msel f."

I n Penang, Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Mhd Shariff Omar sai d Abdu
Rahi m shoul d have issued statenents fromw thin the country and not from
abr oad.

Sharrif who is the Umo Liaison Conmttee acting chairman, said the
sacki ng of Rahimfromthe party by Umo Suprene Council |ast night would
not destablise the Youth novenent in the State.
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