31/12/1998
Sacked RUMduo fail to attend internal inquiry

Al ex Choong

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The | eadership crisis in the Railwaynen's Union of
Mal aya conti nued when an i ndependent panel entrusted to carry out an
internal investigation into the sacking of the president and genera
secretary failed to neet the duo today.

The absence of sacked president Yahya Yusoff and general secretary Che
Hani Ismail (who was present at the union's headquarters but did not
attend the inquiry) enabled the three-nenber panel to allow the
i npl ementati on of the executive council approved resol uti on and
accusations nmade agai nst the two.

The panel conprises former Cuepacs presi dent Mohaned Abas (al so a forner
presi dent of RUM, Cuepacs general secretary Abdul Rahman Manan (who is
al so the general secretary of the Custonms Officers Union of Mal aysia) and
former Mal aya Techni cal Services Uni on and forner Cuepacs deputy president
Amanat Ali

The panel nenbers' report nade avail able to the Press stated that Yahya
and Che Hani, through | etters dated Dec 16, requested t heir attendance
bef ore the panel at 9.30amt oday.

After waiting for nore than two hours and with the non-appearance of
Yahya and Che Hani, the panel nenbers then nade their decision

Meanwhi | e, forner national vice-president Abdul Razak Ml Hassan who has
since filled the president's post followi ng the sacking of Yahya said if
the two were not satisfied with the i ndependent panel's deci sion, they
could refer the matter to the Director-General of Trade Uni ons Depart nment
or even the court.

"l al so want to caution Che Hani that he nust not present hinself at the
uni on headquarters as he is no |l onger the general secretary. He (Che Hani)
will be regarded as a trespasser,” he said, adding that the appointed
general secretary Nordin Mohd Zin had al ready | odged a police report on
this matter.

Abdul Razak al so called on the Board of Directors of Keretapi Tanah
Mel ayu Bhd to extend their co-operation to the union officials,
particularly in the negotiation of the Collective Agreenent, which was
submtted by the former general secretary on Jan 2, this year

"No negoti ations are being carried out foll ow ng the union's subm ssion
for a new CA " he added

Besi des that, Abdul Razak said the union would also Iike to appeal to
the M ni ster of Finance to approve the application submtted by KTMB Board
on its approved ex-gratia of RMA00 to nore than 6,000 KTM enpl oyees.

He added that this was in line with the recent announcenent nade by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad that RMVA00 be paid to
Gover nnent enpl oyees

Meanwhi |l e, Nordin also sent a four-page letter of protest to Che Hani on
the registering of FormL of the new y-el ected executive council nmenbers
t hrough secret ball ots made by 63 del egates fromnine of the 10 branches
at its extraordi nary general neeting held on Monday.

The letter which detail ed events that led to the present crisis inthe
uni on was al so forwarded to M nister of Human Resources Dat uk Li m Ah Lek
the ministry's secretary-general, Director-General of Trade Unions
Depart ment Mohd Ghazal i Abdul Ghai b, KTMB executive chai rman Che Khalib
Mohd Noh, all branch chairnen, secretaries and del egates.
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