14/ 10/ 1998

Sacked nenmbers have history of quick success in party

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The three Umo Youth nenbers who were sacked for
anti-party activities on Cct 6 and are now abroad canpai gni ng for Dat uk
Seri Anwar | brahi mhave a history of quick success in Umo.

They becanme nenbers only in the late 80s and early 90s and were cl osely
associ ated with Anwar.

They are the fornmer Penang Yout h chi ef Abdul Rahi m Ghouse, 37, the
former Umo Yout h assi stant secretary Sai fuddi n Nasution Isnmail, 34, and
Anwar's former political secretary inthe Finance M ni stry Mohamad Ezam
Mohd Nor, 30.

The fourth Anwar associ ate who | eft the country just before his sacking
as Deputy Prime Mnister and Fi nance M nister on Sept 2 is 44-year-old
N. V. Raman, forner director of Lion Corporation Bhd's |International
Busi ness Di vi si on.

The wher eabouts of Rahim Sai fuddin and Ezamare not known al t hough as
recently as Oct 8 they had purportedly i ssued Press statenents from
Jakarta, Manila and Bangkok, condemming Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad for sacki ng Anwar and for his detention under the
Internal Security Act.

Raman, on the other hand, is believed to have |l eft for the United States
where he worked for many years after | eaving The Star newspaper in 1987.
Raman and several others were said to be responsible for shaping the
paper's editorial policy that eventually ledto its tenporary suspension

in that year.

Bef ore The Star, Raman worked with the New Straits Tinmes. Wiile in the
US he worked for Atlanta Constitution newspaper and cultivated the
friendship of senior US government officials and politicians.

Rahi mwas t he executive director of Abrar Group I nternational Bhd but
resigned on Sept 18, two days before Anwar was arrested under the | SA

He was t he Penang Umo Yout h chi ef and national Umo Youth econom c
bureau chairman until he was expelled fromthe party for taking part in
anti-Umo activities on Cct 6.

Rahi mhol ds two nmasters degrees in chem stry and sociology and a PhD in
sociology (all fromthe US).

He was the deputy dean for the International Islanmc University Research
Centre.

Rahi m becane active in Umo in the early 90s. A Sama Gagah Umo branch
(Per mat ang Pauh di vi si on) nmenber, he becane di visional Youth |eader in
1997.

He was appoi nted State Umo Youth chief by fornmer Umo Yout h chairman
Dat uk Ahmad Zahi d Hami di, repl aci ng Aznman Shah Orar Shah in March. He is
now bel i eved to be in Manil a.

Sai fuddi n was born in Singapore and is a science graduate from
Uni versiti Pertani an Mal aysia. He had served as a training and wel fare
of ficer of the National Gerakbakti Foundati on.

Crossing over in a blaze of publicity fromPas to Umo in 1989 t oget her
with former Pas vice-president Nakhai e Ahmad, Saifuddin became an Exco
menber of the Pokok Sena Umo division in Kedah in 1993. He managed to
retain the divisional Exco post until the day he was expel |l ed.

Sai fuddin was sworn in as political secretary tothe then Mnister in
the Prime Mnister's Departnment and Law M ni ster Datuk Syed Hanmi d Al bar on
Feb 23, 1994.



He resigned two years |later, just before the 1996 Umo el ecti ons.

Sai fuddi n was al so the chai rnman of Bari san Nasional's permanent
secretariat which co-ordinated activities of the Youth novenments of
component parti es.

Aggressi ve by nature, Saifuddin was anong t he ei ght unenpl oyed graduat es
det ai ned by police for denonstrating agai nst the Government i n Pasir Ms,
Kel antan, on June 26, 1987.

The group calling thenmsel ves "Kel antan Unenpl oyed G aduates' Action
Front”, dermanded j ob opportunities and better treatnment of graduates.

The rebel in himwas unfurl ed again | ast year, when he | ed a group of
denonstrators to disrupt the Second Asi a-Pacific Conference on East Ti nor
conference at the Asia Hotel in Kuala Lunpur.

He and four others were subsequently charged in the nagistrate's court
and fined RML, 500 for rioting. At present, he is believed to be in
Thai | and.

Raman, whose full nanme is N Vengeketa Raman, is said to be an "i nage-
cum nedi @" consul tant to Anwar

It is widely believed that Raman resigned fromhis confortable job with
the Atlanta Constitutioninthe US and returned to Mal aysi a on Anwar's
invitation.

He was nmade a director of Lion Corporation Bhd's IBDin 1996. However,
he resigned about seven weeks ago.

Raman | eft the country just before Anwar's sacking fromthe Governnent.
He is believed to be in the US

He is a nenber of Yayasan Sal ami' s board of trustees, a non-profit
vol unteer group established along the lines of the US Peace Corps and
dedi cated to strengthening the spirit of volunteerism

Yayasan Sal amwas founded by Anwar.

Mohamad Ezam an econoni cs graduate fromlInternational Islamc
Uni versity, was appointed political secretary to the Finance Mnister in
1997.

He was t he deputy chairman of the Petaling Jaya Sel atan Umo di vi si on
until he was expelled fromthe party for taking part in anti-Umo
activities on Cct 6.

Mohamad Ezam |l eft for Jakarta after Anwar was arrested and is reportedly
now i n Manil a.
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