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Sacrifices, unity, discipline needed to overcone probl ens

Lee Lam Thye
MALAYSI ANS of | ndian origin cel ebrated Deepavali for the secondtine in
the m dst of our economc crisis.

In this connection although there are signs of recovery and sone
i nprovenents arising fromexchange rate control s and ot her neasures, nuch
nore needs to be done.

The successful inmplenentation of the Nati onal Econom ¢ Recovery Pl an and
its six core objectives is also vital.

During difficult economic tinmes, it is obvious that sacrifices, unity
and di sci pline are needed to overcome econom c probl ens.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in his Deepaval i nessage
has said that unity and di sci pline anong the di fferent races had hel ped
Mal aysi a weat her the probl ens caused by the ringgit's depreciation and
drop in the value of the stock market.

The call for sacrifice requires us to put a stop to all forns of
ext ravagance and wast age and t he peopl e nust spend prudently.

The significance of festive celebrations in our multi-racial and nulti-
religious nationliesininstillingthe spirit of unity anong Mal aysi ans
of diverse races, cultures and religions.

Mal aysi ans nust understand that while their spirit of tol erance and
under st andi ng has been recogni sed as a major factor in the nation's
stability, they must continually take steps toreinforce that spirit.

Equal ly inportant is the patriotic spirit of Ml aysi ans which can be
expressed in many fornms such as supporting the made-i n- Ml aysi a canpai gn

Patriotic Mal aysi ans shoul d not di shonour their country overseas but
shoul d resort to appropriate channels to express their dissent, if any.

The Parlianent is an appropriate forumto di scuss i ssues and probl ens
affecting our nation.

There is al so the general el ection where once in five years the people
el ect their representatives to Parlianent.

The wi shes of the peopl e can therefore be expressed through the ball ot
box. There is no necessity to take i ssues and problens to the streets.

W do not need di sturbances and chaos or, for that matter, internationa
condemmati on and trade sanctions.

It is inperative that Ml aysians of all races work for racial and
religious harmony, and enhance efforts to pronmote understandi ng and unity
which is vital for our econom c recovery and nati on-buil di ng.

Anot her inportant aspect of handling the present economc crisis and
rel ated problens is crisis managenent.

It is only appropriate to enhance the ability of senior governnent
officers to handl e crises by focusi ng on probl emsol vi ng.

Indifficult economc tines, many problens are likely to surface and it
is inperative that all governnent officers be on the alert and take
appropriate and fast preventive action.

Problens like the water shortage experienced by the Kl ang Vall ey
residents, situations |ike the haze, open burning, illegal inmm grant
probl ens and street protests or denonstrations need to be handl ed and
resol ved speedily.

Therefore training officers to handle crisis situations should be
regarded as a priority as we brace ourselves to face t he nany chal | enges
that |ie ahead.
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