28 MAR 1998
Mahat hi r-sacrifice
SACRI FI CE TO PRESERVE PROGRESS, SAYS MAHATHI R

JELI, March 28 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today cal |l ed on Mal aysi ans of all |evels, though economically
bel eaguered now, to nmake sacrifices to preserve the country's progress thus
far.

Opening the Jeli Ummo division del egates’ meeting here, he said the
peopl e shoul d appreci ate that the governnent woul d need all their support
i n uphol ding the country's achi evenents and in revitalising the econony.

"We nmust realise that our freedomis being challenged. Unless we are
di sci pl i ned and heed government instructions, we may not be able to
preserve that freedom" he said.

Al'though the najority of Malaysians were united in this cause, he said,
there was still a " mnority who are opposed to the government's efforts to
prevent the country from bei ng re-col oni sed"

Despite repeated its explanations that the governnent had been able to
bri ng about accel erated econonic grow h since i ndependence, the mnority
group still rejected this reality, he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, urged party nenbers to help
the government in explaining to the masses neasures bei ng taken towards
econom ¢ recovery and get themcommitted to inplenmenting them

He said nmaking sacrifices was also Islanic inthat it is line with the
annual observance of the Eid and the spirit of sacrifice could be put in
practi ce by uphol ding national interests at tinmes of economni c setbacks.

"We'll have a brighter future if we're willing to sacrifice," said Dr
Mahat hir who is al so Kel antan Umo |iaison committee chairman

In this context, Malaysia's position as an Islamc nation that had
transformed itself fromone relying on agricultural and mineral commpdities
to an industrialised country had to be maintai ned, he said.

The prime minister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali was
present at the function which was attended by nore than 10, 000 peopl e.

Jeli Ummo division chief and Entrepreneur Devel opnment M ni ster Datuk
Must apa Mohaned, Rural Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Musa and Senate
President and former Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhaned Yaacob were al so
present.

Dr Mahathir | ater also opened the Bukit Nangka Umo conpl ex, the venue
of the nmeeting, while Dr Siti Hasmah i naugurated a badm nton court housed
in the conpl ex.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said there were already
positive indications of Umo nenbers increasingly rejecting graft goi ng by
the nunber of party nmenbers | odgi ng reports of thembeing offered bribes.

On whether Umo was willing to work with PAS, which is ruling Kelantan
now, Dr Mahathir said:" W are prepared to cooperate but they should not
i nsist that we should follow them" -- BERNAMA
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