30/ 03/ 1998

Safe return a priority for expedition

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Although the success of the "North Pol e Freefall
Expedi ti on Mal aysia 1998" will be a great achi evenent, the safe return of
participants was nore i nportant, the Prime M nister said today.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, the patron of the expedition, said he
was nore concerned about the safety of the participants.

"The peopl e want the teamto succeed. | amconfident that they wll
succeed, " he said adding that due to the danger involved, the participants
shoul d not take their tasks lightly.

The participants will junp off a helicopter from3,500 netres at a
tenperature of -70 degrees Cel sius.

Launchi ng the expedition at the Royal Ml aysian Air Force base i n Sungai
Besi, Dr Mahathir said participants, being froma tropical country, were
not exposed to extrene cold conditions, hence, should not treat the
expedition as a "gane".

Besi des t he danger of themlanding in a crevice and into ice cold water,
wi nds | ashing at 175km per hour coul d al so j eopardi se the junp.

The expedition, spurred by the successful scaling of Mount Everest | ast
year, conprises 23 nenbers including 15 parachutists, ground and TV3
canera crew.

Nor dzi ah Mohamad Noor, 39, a nother of five, will be the sole wonan
parachutist to take part in the junp schedul ed for 10am Ml aysi an ti ne on
April 18.

The Prine M nister |ater handed over the Malaysian flag to the
expedi tion | eader Abdul Rahi mDahal an. The flag will be placed at the drop
zone to mark the success of the team

Al so "unveil ed" at the cerenmony was a Proton Wra which will be
"dropped" over the drop zone along with the freefallers.

The 1, 045kg car displaying the red, blue and yell ow col ours of the
Mal aysian flag will also bear the EON and Proton enbl ens.

The only other car ever dropped over the North Pol e was a Vol kswagen i n
1994 by a German team

The expedition is organi sed by the Youth and Sports Mnistry and the
Mal aysi an Parachuti ng Federati on and fi nanced by the various sponsors.

The 15 parachutists will attenpt to freefall am dst unpredictable
weat her conditions.

The teamw || | eave for Russia on April 3 where gruelling practise
sessions await themin weather simlar to Artic conditions.

The free fallers will release their "ramair parachutes"” (rectanglein
shape), at about 750mand |l and on four-nmetre thick ice, coating waters as
deep as 4, 200m

They are expected to return to Mal aysia on April 23.
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