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Sail or Azhar all set to create waves

Sa' odah Elias

PORT KLANG, Sun. - After alnost two years of intense planning, aloca
sailor with vast experience in maritime i ndustry, is alnost ready to
realise his dreamof setting two world records in non-stop round-the-world
sol o sailing.

Azhar Mansor, 40, arrived at the Royal Sel angor Yacht Cl ub today from
Sydney after sailing solo for close to 5,000 nautical mles aboard his
cust om desi gned sai |l i ng boat naned after the national flag Jalur Geml ang.

Azhar who | ooked tanned, tired and sl eepy, had |l eft Sydney on Sept 11 to
bring hone the six-netre boat which was built to specifications for
si ngl e-handed sailing by a shipyard in Sydney.

He will sail the boat to its honmeport Langkawi in the next few days.

Azhar, a forner ocean-goi ng nerchant navy officer with the Ml aysian
I nt ernati onal Shipping Corporation, was greeted on arrival by his wife
Sarramarria Abdul |l ah and three children Ei zzaz, 12, Elliz, nine, and
Ei zhan, six.

Azhar told reporters on his arrival that within three to four nonths, he
woul d be ready to start on his voyage of adventure and hardshi p.

He is attenpting to set two world records - as the first to sail non-
stop solo on a newroute verified by the Wirld Sailing Speed Council and
to set a new Qpen 50 world record

The world record in that category of 105 days, 20 hours, 31 m nutes and
23 seconds is held by a Frenchman

"Al'though | amvery excited to start on the journey, | need to
fam liarise nyself with the boat and its nmechanismfirst so that | will be
ready for any eventuality during ny attenpt.

"This is a very inportant part of the project because to qualify for the
records, | cannot have anyone el se hel ping ne during the whole trip," he
sai d.

Under the WBSC ruling, to qualify as round-the-world sailing, the vesse
must start fromand return to the sane point and it nmust al so cross al
nmeri di ans of |ongitude and the equator.

Azhar's attenmpt will start fromLangkawi to the Indian Ccean and back to
Langkawi while making a | ong | oop northwards to Recife in Brazil to
conplete the 21,600 nautical mles required by the WESC as a
ci rcummavi gati on.

I f he succeeds, Azhar will be the first Malaysian to sail sol o and non-
stop around the world and will be the first to attenpt a new cour se.

Azhar said he did not forsee any difficulties in sailing round the world
al one as he was al ways confortable at sea.

"I amused to the sea. In fact | |ove the peace and the solitude
afforded by the sea

"My main worry i s nmechani cal hitches as this can set ne back a few days
frommy target of finishing the whole trip within three nmonths," he said,
addi ng that the whol e project was expected to cost about RM nillion

W thout the personal wealth to start on the venture, Azhar had witten
to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, expl ai ni ng t he proj ect
and aski ng for his bl essings and support, which, after sonme consi derati on,
was gi ven whol eheartedly.

Initially, the intention was to buy a secondhand boat, but as the likely
boats - True Bl ue, Newcastl| e Chall enge, Thursday's Child and Aqua Quorum -
were all sold before sufficient funds were avail able, it becane cl ear that



t hey woul d need to have a new yacht built.
(END)



	Sailor Azhar all set to create waves (NST 26/10/1998)

