18/ 07/ 1998

Sal | eh: Forner opposition supporters now favour BN

KOTA BELUD, Fri. - Kadazandusun, Mirut and Rungus, former die-hard
supporters of the opposition, have nmostly switched their allegiance to the
Bari san Nasi onal, Former Chief Mnister Datuk Salleh Tun Said said today.

He said they nowrealise BN s sincerity in bringing progress and
devel oprment to Sabah on par with other States in the country.

Sal | eh sai d t he Kadazandusun, Murut and Rungus, the majority of whom
supported the Opposition in the past, were nowrallying behind the State
BN Gover nnent .

"I certainly do not agree if anybody says constituencies with t hese
communities as the mpjority are a foregone case for the BNin the State
el ections which has to be held by March next year."

Addr essing a neet-the-peopl e gathering at Kanpung Lasau i n Kadamai an, a
predom nant |y Kadazandusun constituency, the Kota Bel ud nenber of
Parlianent said he was confident the peopl e woul d support the BN.

Sal | eh, who is al so Kota Bel ud BN chai rman, said some peopl e night base
their pessinismon the results of the 1995 parlianentary el ecti ons when
t he Qpposition, Parti Bersatu Sabah, won in eight, nostly Kadazandusun,
Murut and Rungus areas, out of the 20 seats at stake.

"But the situation since has changed and t hese conmuni ti es have now
realised the sincerity of the BN Governnent in power-sharing."

He cited the appoi ntment of Tan Sri Bernard Donmpok, a Kadazandusun, as
Chief Mnister, the teaching of Kadazandusun | anguage i n schools and the
awar ds of State schol arshi ps as exanpl es whi ch hel ped bri ng about the npod
SWi ng.

On comrents by certain quarters that the results of the recent Arau
parlianmentary by-el ection showed that there was no such thing as a safe
seat, Salleh said the situation in Arau and Sabah was not the sane.

"Arau is an isolated case,” he said. Salleh also said the politica
hi story of Sabah has shown that t he Kadazandusun, Murut and Rungus had
never been anti-Federal or anti-BN

Hi story showed that these comunities were generally a tolerant,
reasonabl e and noderate | ot except for a handful of selfish |eaders who
provoked themfor political gains.

"These comuni ti es have not hi ng agai nst the BN and havi ng themvote for
the ruling coalition is not sonething inpossible.”

On the energence of Parti Bersekutu, a new political party now headed by
anot her fornmer Chief Mnister Datuk Harris Salleh, he said it woul d not
spoil BN s chances in Mislimareas.

Sal | eh, who is al so Umo suprene council menber, also called on
Mal aysi ans i n Sabah to gi ve t heir whol ehearted support to Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i n hel pi ng t he nati on overcone its econonic
probl ens.

Sayi ng that the econom ¢ downturn was created by outsiders jeal ous of
Mal aysi a' s success, he said to winthe battl e agai nst them Ml aysi ans
must be united under one | eadership

"W nust be together in good and bad tinmes."

Sal | eh said Mal aysians owe a lot to the nation in general and the Prine
Mnister in particular.

( END)
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