13 APR 1998
Sany- H ndu
SAMY VELLU URGES HI NDUS TO SET NEW PATH, RENEW PLEDGES

KUALA LUMPUR, April 13 (Bernama) -- Anmid signs of econom c recovery,

M C president Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu today call ed on Ml aysi ans of Hi ndu
faith to continue maki ng sacrifices to help the nation achieve ful
recovery in the shortest tinme possible.

In wi shing the Tam | comunity a Happy New Year, he once again urged
themto rally behind Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and his
deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim in overcom ng the econom c woes.

"Wth the neasures taken by the government so far, we are confident
that our econony will bounce back stronger then ever," he said in his Tanil
New Year nessage.

Tam |s worldwi de will celebrate their new year tonorrow. About 80 per
cent of the country's 1.5 mllion Indian popul ation are H ndus. They are
expected to throng the tenples throughout the country to offer prayers for
a better year.

Sany Vellu, who is Wirks Mnister, also called on the Indians to
preserve the unity and harnony anbng the various races in the country.

"Qur unity is vital for our econom c recovery. Never ever take it for
granted," he said.

Sany Vel lu said while the country was recuperating froma bad flu, the
peopl e shoul d take the opportunity to ensure their children continue their
studi es or take up additional courses to fill the job market once the
econony has i nproved.

"Qur new year resolution nust be one that will ensure we put all our
effort, comm tnent and noney to ensure a promising future for our
children," he said.

In this respect, the M C s Kooperasi Didik Berhad (Koop Didi k) would
ensure that parents save for the educational cost of their children, said
Sany Vel lu, adding that the party hope to raise RMLOO million.

He said to date, the Johor MC has pledged to collect RML million for
the fund and expected other states MC to each rai se between RML and RW
mllion.

"Qur intention is to get the 800,000 working Indians to save for their
children so that we don't have to go around and appeal to everyone," he
sai d.

He said so far, the feedback fromthe Indian conmunity towards Koop
Di di k has been encour agi ng.

Sanmy Vel lu said they should realise that if they were not thrifty in
their spendings, "the (economc) situation could becone worst not only for
us but to our children as well."

"So save and save now. Its never late," he added. -- BERNAMA
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