08 COCT 1998
Sany- Canpai gn
SAMY VELLU PROPOSES PUBLI CI TY BLI TZ TO COUNTER FOREI GN MEDI A ATTACK

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 8 (Bernamm) -- Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu
today proposed that the governnent |aunch a major publicity campaign
overseas to counter biased reporting on Ml aysia by the foreign nedi a.

He said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had accepted his
proposal nmade at yesterday' s Cabi net neeting.

He said Dr Mahathir informed the Cabinet that such a canpai gn shoul d be
carried out through the Ml aysi an enbassi es and hi gh comm ssi ons.

"We have to enlighten the world of what is really happening in the
country," Samy Vellu, who is also MC President, told a news conference
after chairing the party's Central Wrking Conmmittee (CWAC) neeting, here.

Mal aysi a has been the target of adverse reporting by the foreign nedia
lately followi ng the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe
government and Umo early | ast nonth. Anwar has since been charged in court
for alleged corrupt practices and sexual mni sdeneanour.

He al so said Malaysia's nobve to introduce capital control neasures and
steps to stinulate the econony had not gone down well with the foreign
nmedi a.

Sanmy Vel lu said his proposal, which could be done, anong others,
through the Internet, was al so endorsed by the CAC whi ch expressed regret
over the foreign nmedia's unfair and one-si ded reports.

He said the people nust have the wisdomto assess the reports including
t hose posted via the Internet.

Sany Vellu also said the CAC, in its neeting today, expressed ful
support for Dr Mahathir's | eadership.

He urged all peace-loving Ml aysians to be tol erant and have confi dence
in the government and country.

He said M C was confident that Mal aysia would record a positive
econom ¢ grow h next year with the vari ous neasures taken by the government
to stinulate the econony.
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