22/ 06/ 1998

Sanusi speaks of a “crisis of mind inthe party

| F Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid's w nding up speech i s any
i ndi cation, the problemof malicious |ies spreading withinthe party is
nore serious than anybody had expect ed.

Consi dering the situation, the Kedah Umo |iaison chief saidit would be
nmore appropriate to refer the problemin the party as a "crisis of the
m nd".

He said he had to speak on the probl emas such |lies and sl ander coul d
bring down the | eadership.

I n nost cases, frustrated groups woul d be the nost vul nerabl e target for
t he perpetrators of such lies.

Recounting his own experi ence when he was no | onger a nminister after the
1995 general el ection, he said he was approached by a person who told him
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had been cruel to him

"The person asked ne to join himin his efforts to bring down the Prine
M ni ster. However, there's no point tal king about it nowas that personis
dead. "

To prove how serious the problemin the party was, Sanusi spoke of a
casual neeting between an Umo | eader and a | ocal I ndian political |eader
at a hotel in Ipoh on June 4.

The Kedah Menteri Besar said he nmet the Indian | eader the next day to
di scuss the proposed setting up of a nmedical college in Merbok, Kedah, but
the latter felt that it was nore inmportant for himto rel ate what the Umo
| eader had told him

Sanusi said the Umo man had told the Indian | eader that the majority of
Umo divi sional | eaders did not support the party president.

The I ndi an | eader was al so told that 30 MPs woul d ask Dr Mahathir to
resign and that there was al so an arrangenent for Ml aysi an students to
urge the Prime Mnister to step down.

The Umo man had al so told the Indian | eader that a | eader froma
nei ghbouring country had t el ephoned a Mal aysi an | eader requesting hi mto
topple the Prine M nister because he was facing probl ens as he had been
branded a crony of the Ml aysi an | eader.

The I ndian | eader was al so told that Dr Mahathir did not like him
because he collected funds to give to his party workers and told the
I ndi an | eader to oppose Dr Mahathir.

Sanusi sai d he had informed the Prime M nister and Deputy Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahi mabout it and asked themto neet the Umo | eader
to ask about the matter.

Saying the allegations were lies, Sanusi said the i ssue i n Umo now was
t he president and his deputy.

One thing clear was that Dr Mahathir was not favoured by the West, which
is anti-lslam for being vocal

"If they don't |ike the president because he is a Muslim then they wll
not also li ke Anwar as he is a Muslimtoo," Sanusi said.

Denyi ng al | egations that he hated Anwar, Sanusi said: "lI don't hate
Anwar because he is ny childhood friend ... he knows nmy mother and | know
his. "But if he wants to bring dowmn Dr Mahathir, he will have to see ne
first," he said to the appl ause of the del egates.

Enphasi si ng that he woul d not all ow anyone to humiliate Dr Mahathir,
Sanusi said the transition of power in the party should be nmade in a
proper way.
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