21/10/ 1998

Sar awak tycoon Wee Boon Ping dies after illness

KUCH NG Tues. - Tycoon and forner president of the Associ ated Chi nese
Chanbers of Conmerce and | ndustry Mal aysia (ACCCIM Tan Sri Wee Boon Pi ng
died today after a short illness. He was 63.

H s el dest son, Wee Kok Tiong, said his father died at 6.55amat the
Nor mah Medi cal Specialist Centre where he was adm tted | ast night.

He said that fam |y nmenbers were at his bedsi de when he di ed.

His remains were |ater brought to his residence at Lot 235, Jalan We
Seng Goon, off Km2 1/2 Jal an Rock here.

He will be buried at the Hokki en Cenetery at Knil4 Penri ssen Road on
Sat ur day.

Wee is survived by his wife, Puan Sri Liew H un Khin, three sons and
seven daughters.

Wee's | ast public appearance was on Cct 6 when Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad vi sited Kuchi ng t o open the annual general neeting of
ACCClI M and t he Chung Hwa School No. 6.

At the opening of the AGMof ACCCIM Woe announced that he was stepping
down as president, a post he held since 1978.

Born in Sinunjan in Kota Samarahan Di vision in 1936, he studied at Chung
Hwva Secondary School here where he obtained his Senior Mddle 11.

Fol l owi ng this, he worked in his brother's sundry shop i n Kuching's main
bazaar.

In 1960, he and sone friends opened up a construction and | ater a
manuf act uri ng busi ness. He was al so involved in gold nmining for a few
years.

In 1967, he started his | ogging conpany, a joint venture with the I bans
known as Niah Native Logging Sdn Bhd. He later sold his shares in the
conpany and noved t o Sabah where he expanded hi s busi ness.

The fol | owi ng year, he was nmade managi ng di rector of We Kheng Chan Sdn
Bhd. The same year he started the Borneo Publication Sdn Bhd and two years
| ater published the International Tines, aleading Chinese daily in
Sar awak.

In the early 1980s, he diversified his business into Peninsula Ml aysi a,
investing in properties, finance, tradi ng and manuf act uri ng.

In 1984, he was conferred the Panglina Setia Makhota (PSM which carries
the title "Tan Sri" by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong and in 1993, he received
t he Dat uk Amar Bi ntang Kenyal ang Sarawak (DA) fromthe Yang di-Pertua
Negeri. The award carries the title "Datuk Amar".

Armong the conpani es in which he had interests are Bornion Tinber, Unico
Hol di ngs Bhd, Ki mChuan Seng Hol di ngs, Ontrade International Ltd,

I nternati onal Whod Products Ltd, Perdaman Sdn Bhd and Bat u Li nt ang Rubber.

He had al so been president of the Sarawak Chi nese Chanbers of Commerce,
a menber of the National Econom ¢ Consultative Council, a nmenber of the
Mal aysi an Busi ness Council and chai rman of the Sel angor Hawkers and Petty
Traders Cooperative Society.
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