06 SEP 1998

SARAVAK BN VI EM6 ANVAR S EXPULSI ON AS UVNO S DOMESTI C AFFAI RS

KUCHI NG Sept 6 (Bernama) -- The Sarawak Bari san Nasional (BN) views
t he expul si on of sacked deputy prinme mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfrom
Umo as Umo's donestic affair, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahmnud
sai d today.

Tai b, who is also state BN chairman, said the action taken by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to renove Anwar fromthe party
coul d have been nade to safeguard the country's political stability.

"W believe that the Umo supreme council would not nade the decision
(to expel Anwar) if it could be avoided," he told reporters after chairing
a Sarawak BN neeting here on the matter.

Meanwhi l e, MP for Kapit Janmes Jinbun said all the 24 BN Menbers of
Parliament from Sarawak fully supported Dr Mahathir's decisive handling of
the political situation that had arisen, particularly in ensuring
Mal aysi a's continued stability.

"W would also |ike to reiterate our support to the Prine Mnister and
his efforts to work for the country's econonic recovery" he said in a
t wo- par agraph statenent on behal f of the Mps.
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