21/ 02/ 1998

Save in | ocal banks to boost nation's reserves, wonen urged

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - Winen in the country have been urged to save their
nmoney in |l ocal banks and to invest wisely ininstitutions such as Amanah
Saham Bumi put er a

Making the call today, Prine Mnister's wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnah
Mohd Ali, also reiterated that they shoul d consider selling their
jewel lery to increase the country's reserves.

She said they should al so nake it a point to purchase | ocally nmade
products to hel p revive the econony.

Dr Siti Hasmah, who is al so the president of the Wel fare Associ ation for
Wves of Mnisters was speaking at a breakfast neeting with
representatives fromvarious governmental and non-governnmental wonen's
organi sations at Shangri-La's Tanjung Aru Resort, near here.

Anong t hose present at the functi on were Wanita Bari san Nasi onal chi ef
Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man and wi fe of the Chief Mnister Datin Stella
Yong.

Dr Siti Hasmah al so said there was a need for wonen to understand better
the current economic situation in the country.

She sai d Bakti menbers had met with Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to clarify issues relating to the econony and t hat
information on the matter had been relayed to wonen at the State | evel as
wel | .

Dr Siti Hasmah said the nost inportant factor in handling the economc
situation was unity anong all races.

"It is because there is such unity that there have not been any ot her
probl ems. Another inmportant factor is political stability in the country
whi ch has gi ven confidence to the people and i nvestors."

She added if the country's fundanental s were wong, Ml aysia woul d not
have achi eved an annual growth rate of eight per cent over the past few
years.

She al so said it was unwi se for the people to save noney in foreign
banks instead of |ocal ones.

"Sonme even sell shares and keep their noney in foreign banks which is
not good for the country. Local banks need our noney," she said.

Dr Siti Hasmah said wi thout noney, |ocal banks woul d not be able to I end
noney to manufacturers.
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