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It's all for |aughs, says Yusop Chong

Shui b Tai b
"THERE' RE no | eadi ng newspapers in Mal aysia; all are m sl eading."
Ever thought of nmaking a living off gags like this? Wll, one person who

is making a good job out of it is Yusop Chong.

Though sel dom appearing on TV these days, the 50-year-old Yusop is a
regul ar at corporate dinner shows and functions. You m ght have caught his
stand-up act before and woul d probably agree if we said this man coul d get
away Wi th nurder.

Yusop i npersonates just about anyone, including Mnisters, and yet he's
not been sent to "Siberia. He's "done" Information M nister Datuk Mhaned
Rahmat, Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu, Prinmary Industries
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik (both his favourites), Housing and
Local Governnment M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh and even Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohaned.

Yusop's style is neither slapstick nor bland. He says that just as a
song won't sell if it is not about |ove, comedy won't survive without
punch |i nes.

"I't's time we changed our tune. The trend now seens to be about two or
t hree peopl e yakki ng away onstage. That's not going to work anynore. You
need sone surprise elements, sonething that could choke the audience to
death. Punch lines can do that.

"Peopl e are cl everer now. Conedi ans have to cater for the established
mar ket , " says Yusop.

He, however, avoids racial or corruption issues. Conedy need not be at
t he expense of others.

"Before | start nmy show, | do nmy research. Firstly, | must find out the
raci al breakdown of the audience. It's inportant so that |I'd know whi ch
material to use and which | can repeat.

"Even so, | get feedback from people who request ne to repeat some. They
never seemto get enough of it."

Thr oughout his career, Yusop has survived the challenge of having to
crack the toughest, nost serious-looking nuts and the nost denure of
| adi es.

"The nmost inportant thing is to break that barrier, that wall. Wen you
go onstage, you stare at hundreds of eyes who don't seemto give you the
time of day. You wonder if they will ever |augh at your I|ines.

"I always arrive early for ny shows so that I"'mreally psyched up and
wel | -prepared for the performance. It's not easy to nake peopl e | augh,
especially lawers, accountants, M nisters, businessnen and royalty."

Qovi ously, however, they all succunb to him

At one show, the organiser did not allow the 58-year old conedian to
m ngl e around. H's cue to appear was walking into the roomlater, conplete
with a pair of glasses |ooking |ike Datuk Mohamad Rahnat!

O course, the audience was surprised that the Mnister should cone
unannounced only to break into an anmused "Aiyaa!" as soon as he opened his
nmout h.

"At anot her performance at Sunway Lagoon, | was about to start the
af t ernoon when out cane Li mKeng Yai k fromanong the audi ence. He
signall ed that we stop the show i medi ately. Then he wal ked up to the
stage where | was.

"Everyone thought, “Wat now?' But as it appeared, Limtold the audi ence
that "This is ny good friend, but he is annoying. He copies ny style and



gets thousands of ringgit while | get nothing."

Sany Vel lu al so has high regard for Yusop.

"I like him | beconme nore popular this way and | can inprove nmy Bahasa
Mal aysia to boot. Because he nakes fun of nme to earn a living, I'll give
hi ma chance.”

Truly, the fact that Yusop is able to deliver his lines w thout nuch
furore fromMnisters is seen as a step forward. To top it all, who el se
woul d dare dedicate songs to them but Yusop?

He dedi cates Woden Heart to Ting Chew Peh, Am| That Easy To Forget to
Tun Ghafar Baba, H ghway To Heaven to Sany Vellu, My Wy to the Prinme
M ni ster, Bridge Over Troubl ed Water to Singapore's Lee Kuan Yew, Suc
Dal am Debu to Kel antan Menteri Besar Nk Aziz, You Only Live Twice to
Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah and I'l1 Be There to Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

"Not to sound condescendi ng, |'m happi er when the audi ence is educat ed.
It beconmes a challenge. | like it nmore if there are people |like Datuk Lee
Lam Thye, Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Tan Sri Khir Johari."

Yusop's partner, Hamdan Sul ai man, says: "If he had perforned the sane
shows 20 years ago, he woul d have been arrested. Now, he gets awards for
his work."

(Yusop received the Pingat Bintang Kebaktian Masyarakat fromthe Sultan
of Kedah | ast year.)

So, who wites his |ines? Yusop works with Handan, who does the scripts
for his shows. Their collaboration goes back to 1986.

"Yusop was di scovered by Tan Sri Sanusi Junid about 10 years ago," says
Handan. "At that tine, he was a storekeeper at the Fisheries Departnent.
Sanusi is like a talent scout. Wien he saw Yusop, he requested that Yusop
be transferred to his departnent so that he could join Seni Tani

"Seni Tani is a group of 60 people who performshows and do conedy acts.
However, Yusop's weakness is that he cannot performw th others. He didn't
shine in a group, hence we encouraged himto go on his own.

"His first break canme in 1992 when he got a chance to appear on a TV
programre, Anekarama ~92. His fanmpbus line until now, was, when he initated
Sany Vellu: "Dulu kita ada pos | aju. Sekarang kita ada “super' pos |aju.
Pagi kita pos, senal am sanpai .

"I"ve tried working with other people but we don't gel. Wth Handan,
it's easier. Handan isn't ny manager per se, we just work together," adds
Yusop, who cones from Jeni ang, Kedah

Handan says: "Yusop is a talented person. | may have witten the
materials for him but if he didn't tanbah (add) and give themthat extra
ki ck, they woul dn't have worked too."

He says: "So far, Yusop is successful with his jokes, which are inspired
by current issues. People do |augh at thenselves."

In the West, witing comedy materials has been an age-ol d practice. Bob
Hope, for exanple, has seven scriptwiters and thousands of gags and one-
liners. Now, Yusop Mat Said (his real nane) wants to broaden his horizons.
He wants to cut an album He plans to record interviews with the mnisters
and others which he did at his shows.

"I don't want to restrict nyself to singing because then | would have to
sing Mal ay nunbers and then only the Mal ays could understand it. So |
thought if | did an al bumthat features nmy interviews with the M nisters,
nmore people could enjoy it."

Yusop is taking a break this Ranadan. His only wish is that, when he
resunes his career, "the people whom| imtate do not resign. O herw se,
woul d have to scurry for fresh material."

( END)
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