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Scepticismarises over dom nation by handf ul

NEW Zeal and Forei gn Affairs and Trade M ni ster Don McKi nnon sai d there was
grow ng sceptici smabout the international nmedia as it was bei ng dom nat ed
by a handful of global interests, nost of which reflected a Wstern

Vi ewpoi nt ..

In his speech at the Commonweal th Press Uni on bi enni al conference
yesterday, MKinnon said this was one perception of today's nedia and
rai sed questions about the way whi ch Governments in future would deal with
such gl obal nedi a organi sati ons.

He sai d t hese gl obal i sed operati ons were seen as being sensitive to
profit margins, but insensitive to the inpact whichtheir reporting had at
the local |evel.

"So-cal l ed “responsible journalism, it is argued, has been sacrificed
on the altar of larger markets and greater profitability."

He said this devel opnent rai sed questions for Governnments about
nmoni toring and regul ating the nedia, as nany rul es of Government - Press
rel ati ons were based on checks and bal ances.

"How can a Government establish effective working relationships with
organi sati ons whi ch are owned and oper at ed by i ndi vi dual s who need never
enter the country, who need never | eave their offices on the ot her side of
the worl d?" he said.

Hi s speech was titled Press Freedomand Human Rights Wthin the
Commonweal th - A Mnisterial Perspective".

He said nultinationals and corporations continued to growin influence
and power while the ability of the Governnent to control the flow of
capital, skills, people, technol ogy and i nformati on has reduced
significantly.

"That may not necessarily be negative, but it sure makes life nore
conplicated for | awnakers," he said.

McKi nnon sai d the bottom ine was that there was an obverse to Press
clains either to freedomof expression or tothe ability to di sseninate
freely the opinions of others.

The obverse was one of responsibility.

"There wi Il always be a boundary |ine and tension between the human
rights of the individual and the need to protect society's wider interests
and rights.

"Technol ogi cal devel opnents are chal |l engi ng that boundary |ine and
unfortunately, there are those in the nedi a who fl out responsibility, who
pay little heed to rel ati onshi ps of trust, who choose to ignore their
i ndustry's own peer pressure and whose i nternational persona |l eads themto
clai mspecial exclusivity," he said.

He said as | ong as these exi sted, Governnents woul d seek to nonitor and
regul ate nedia rights

Asked by Murray Burt, president of the Commonweal th Journalists
Associ ation, for his views on the arbiter of the responsibility of the
nedia, he said it was clearly society that regul at ed.

"The Government or Press organi sations may |lurch fromside to side but
readers will tell you by what they are reading," he said.

He al so said that the doni nance of the Western nedi a and the i nfluence
of their "Western |l enses" on the world shoul d be recogni sed.

He said major television stations |ike the CNN, BBC and ABC conpri sed 85
per cent of the electronic nedia and they clearly had "Wstern | enses"



at t ached.

He said this in response to a question by Jale Mala, editor of Fiji's
Dai |y Post, who asked if there were really "Western | enses” as fornmer Hong
Kong Governor Chris Patten seened to have suggested otherwise in his
speech.

Speaking to reporters | ater, MKinnon sai d he had spoken to Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi about his country's concern over
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahinis case.

He said he had voi ced concern over the clear differences between Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and Anwar, and said this was an
i ssue whi ch had caused tension anong friends in the region.

McKi nnon et Abdul | ah yest er day.

Asked if the issue would mar the Apec neeting next month, he said it
woul d not go away but it was in the judicial process.

"W have a lot of faith in the Mal aysian judicial process. W have had
New Zeal ander s who had been under the threat of capital punishnment but had
been reprieved.

"This case can't be ignored but | don't believe it is going to be a
maj or problemin Apec," he said.

Consul tant editor of the Sunday Tinmes in Sri Lanka, |Igbal Athas, related
hi s experience of death threats against himand his famly for his
criticismof the mlitary and the Governnent.

He had even been t hreat ened at gunpoi nt but was saved by his daughter's
screans.

He argued strongly for Press freedom saying this |laid at the heart of
the all the other rights.

He believed the principal characteristic of a free nedia was the
opportunity for private and i ndependent ownershi p and operati on.

( END)
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