06 DEC 1998
Naj i b- School s
DON T USE SCHOOLS TO GARNER SUPPORT, PBS TOLD

KOTA KI NABALU, Dec 6 (Bernama) -- Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak today issued a stern warning to opposition politicians in Sabah
not to use schools to garner support for the inpending state el ections.

"I strongly oppose attenpts to use schools for political notives. This
shoul d not be allowed at all,"” he said.

He was asked to comment on a local press report that mneral water
bottl es bearing | abels of the portrait of Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS)

Presi dent Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan and the party's synbol were
found in a school in Papar, about 50km from here.

The nmatter was reported by "Daily Express" yesterday.

Naji b, who is also an Umo vice-president, urged Sabah Umo | eaders and
menbers to devote full attention for the preparations of the soon-to-be
hel d state el ections and not be pre-occupied with the Umo el ections
schedul ed to be held in June next year.

"What is nore inportant nowis the state elections,” he told reporters
after opening a col |l oqui um organi sed by Sabah Umo.

He said the state Umo nmust focus its attention to ensure snooth
operations of the Barisan Nasional (BN) el ection machinery so that
governnent nessages could reach out to the people.

This was crucial to guarantee a resounding victory for the ruling BN
he sai d.

Umo cannot take lightly the challenges it would face from opposition
parties in the election which nmust be held before March 18 next year.

"W have no choice. If we want to win, we nust work hard and not take
the election for granted," he said.

On tonorrow s neeting of the Suprene Council, Umo's highest
deci si on- maki ng body, he said the neeting chaired by Prine M nister and
Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad woul d finalise the proposed
18- poi nt anmendnments to the party's constitution.

Naji b, who is also a nenber of the special conmttee set up to review
the constitution, said the age linmt to becone an Umo nenber had been
retained at 18 instead of 16 as proposed.

The anmendments woul d be tabled for approval at the Special Umo Genera
Assenbly on Dec 13.

The one-day assenbly woul d be opened by Dr Mahathir at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre (PWC).
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