13 JUL 1998
Mahat hi r - Sci ence
SClI ENCE NOT A SECULAR SUBJECT, MJSLI MS TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, July 13 (Bernama) -- Mislins should not interprete
sci ence as an unlslam c and secul ar subject, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oni ght.

"Science is not secular at all because we are encouraged by our
religion to study not just the Al -Quran and Hadith but also the nature and
surroundi ngs," he said.

"W believe that science is what we |l earn fromthe Europeans, whereas
science is originally fromMuslimscholars," he said.

The Prinme M nister was speaking at a dinner at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre held in conjunction with the Langkawi International |slamc Science
and Technol ogy Exhi bition and Conference to be held in October.

The conference is jointly organi sed by the Langkawi Accomobdati on for
Visiting Academ cs (LAVA), Institute of Islanm c Understandi ng, Ml aysi a,
Mal aysi a I ndustri al - Government Group for H gh Technol ogy and Eenman Consult.

Dr Mahathir said it was tinme for Muslins to nmaster various subjects in
sci ences so they would be able to progress, devel op and be on par with
Non- Mrusl i mcommuni ti es.

He said Muslins usually failed to study science thoroughly because they
t hought that the knowl edge of science was not |slamc.

"Looki ng back at the Renai ssance period it can be seen that Europeans
had | earned a | ot about scientific discoveries fromthe Mislimworld."

"W are not tal king about an Islam c science or a different science but
it is the same science as we |l earn today," he said.

He said it was the early Mislins who studi ed and devel oped scientific
subj ects such as al gebra, physics and so on but Mislinms today however had
| ost sight of the skills and knowl edge of science and were letting it to be
monopol i zed by Non- Musli ns.

"The science that we learn today is nostly that founded by Mislim
schol ars of the past, but gradually Mislimcommunities today had changed
and it appears that science is foreign to them" Dr Mahathir said.

"I"msure that many present day Muslim schol ars are capabl e of
masteri ng and devel opi ng many of the scientific subjets. And |"'msure this
wi Il rmake Muslins equal to other scholars in the world."

Dr Mahat hir regarded the upcom ng exhibition and conference as the
"reawakening of interest in science and technol ogy and in the potentials of
sci ence and technol ogy for the devel opnent of the human race and in
i ndustry and conmerce".

"If LI STEC (Langkawi |slam ¢ Science and Technol ogy Exhi bition and
Conference) succeeds in increasing the interest of Muslins in this field
and in encouraging Muslins to work with Non-Mislins in science, comerce
and technol ogy, then LISTEC will have done a great service to Muslins," he
sai d.

The conference was ained at bringing together scientists, technol ogists
and entreprenuers from Mislimand and Non- Muslimcountries.

The conference, thened "Sci ence and technol ogy and the |slanic business
communi ties towards gl obal networking and partnership”, will be held in
Langkawi in Cctober.

Al so present at the dinner were Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi
Junid and his wife and Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk
Abdul Ham d O hman

Dr Mahathir al so | aunched the LI STEC honepage 1998.
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