20/ 06/ 1998

Sci ence advi ser anong t hree honoured by UKM

BANG , Fri. - Tan Sri Dr Omar Abdul Rahman, the science adviser to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, will be anong three people to be
conferred an honorary doctorate in conjunction with UKM s 26th convocati on
next week.

The ot her recipients are Datuk Seri Utama Dr Awang Mohd Jami| Al -Sufr
and director-general of Health Tan Sri Dr Abu Bakar Sul ei man.

UKM s convocati on cerenony, to be graced by its chancellor Yang di-

Pert uan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar, will be held on June 27, June 28 and Aug 1.

The university's vice-chancell or Prof Datuk Dr Anuwar Ali said Dr Omar,
65, will be conferred the honorary doctorate in sci ences.

The award is in recognition of his contribution in the field of
education, especially in the creation and i npl ementation of the
Intensification Research Priority Area nmechani sm

"This is also to appreciate his involvenent inthe utilisation of | RPA
in producing quality products on a conmmerci al basis, the strengthening of
| RPA as seen in the increase in allocation under the Sixth Mal aysia Pl an
and the refocusing of | RPA by placing nore priority on basic researchin
the field of the sciences," he said.

Dr Anuwar sai d whenever historians or acadeni cians speak on the
devel opnent of science and technol ogy in the country, Orar's nanme was
never |eft out.

Dr Awang, 76, who hails fromBandar Seri Begawan in Brunei, will be
conferred the Honorary Doctorate in Literature. He i s nowthe head of the
hi story centre, Youth and Sports Mnistry in Brunei

He has contributed i mensely to the fields of regional literature,
hi story, culture and religion since the 1950s.
Dr Anuwar said despite his age, Dr Awang was still actively carrying out

research work in his specialised fields involving countries such as
I ndonesi a, Thail and, the Phili ppines, India, Pakistan, Egypt, |Iraqg, Saudi
Arabi a, Turkey, Yenen, China and Ml aysi a.

He said Dr Awang has al so successfully traced back the generations of
the Brunei Royal family since the days of Prophet Muhanmad and t he
Sul tanate's previous historical relations inthe region.

Dr Abu Bakar, 54, will be bestowed t he honorary doctorate i n nedical
sci ences.

"Dr Abu Bakar has served exceptionally well in the adm nistration of
medi cal services in his capacity as director general of the Health
M nistry, a neurologist and in clinical research,” he said.

Atotal of 4,935 graduates will receive their respective scrolls during
this year's convocation. Last year, there were 3,621 graduates in al
di sci pli nes.

Apart fromthe three recipients of honorary doctorates, 35 will receive
doctorates i n phil osophy, Master's (Medical Specialists - 137), Master's
(474), honours degree (3,736), post-graduate diplomas (490), diplomas (47)
and certificates (13).

Dr Anuwar said three who will graduate with the Master's in Phil osophy
were | ecturers at the university. They are Dr M sran Roki mi n (Educati on
Facul ty), Dr Engku Nor baya Engku Muda (Faculty of Allied Health Sci ences)
and Dr Ismail Mahanood (Faculty of Islanmic Studies).

In conjunction with the convocati on, a convocation fest will be held at
Tapak Pesta fromJune 25 to June 28. Staff and students fromthe Faculty



of Social Sciences and Humanities will also hold a simlar event from June
26 to 28 at the FSKK Buil di ng.
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