03/ 11/1998
Scientists urged to devel op own technol ogy

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Mal aysi an scientists were today urged to devel op
their own technol ogy and engi neering i nnovati ons to hel p reduce the cost
of technol ogy.

Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad sai d such i nnovati ons
could al so be exported to reverse the fl ow of royalty Ml aysi a had been
payi ng.

He said as Mal aysi a was a devel oping country, the royalty paid for
i mported technol ogy yearly was very high

"This is, of course, a drain on our foreign exchange earni ngs.

"At this tinme of economic turnoil, we cannot afford this outflow of
f unds.

"Mal aysi a woul d do wel | to spend noney on research, especially applied
research.

"The econom ¢ recovery can be speeded up and we may energe fromthe
turnmoil stronger," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was speaki ng at a di nner hosted by the Acadeny of Sciences
Mal aysi a.

The Prine M nister al so said he was nade to understand that there were a
nurmber of research facilities which were hardly utilised

He added that while the equi pment was provided for, there was a
reluctance to apply research or to allocate funds for research work.

"This is indeed unfortunate. The institution concerned shoul d nake a
study of the facilities available, and determ ne howto utilise themnore
fully.

"I'f we don't have enough researchers we should be willing to enpl oy
forei gn personnel," he said.

The Prime M nister then issued a challenge to the scientific community
to produce a Nobel Laureate by the year 2020, calling on themto transform
Mal aysia into a worl d player in science and technol ogy.

He sai d over the years, local scientists had achi eved mgj or
br eakt hroughs in the fields of science, engi neering and technol ogy.

"Al t hough t hese breakt hroughs are sporadic, they indicate that Ml aysia
possesses scientists and researchers who are capabl e of high-1eve
research.

"We have formul ated the policy, built the infrastructure and all ocated
the financial resources.

"But beyond that, we need the scientific and i ndustrial community to
push it further," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the | atest effort by the Governnent to strengthen the
country's econoni c position was the establishnent of the Miultinedi a Super
Corridor, through which Mal aysi a woul d conpete in the newinfornation era.

The Prine M nister added that while there was a great deal of pressure
for the opening up of countries and markets to everyone today, there was
not that nuch pressure for science, engineering and technol ogy to be made
avai l abl e to every country and everyone.

"In fact, the pressure to protect intellectual property is greater today
than at any tine in history.

"The machinery of international institutions and those of powerful
nati onal governnents are nobilised to protect intellectual property as
never before.

"There seens to be sonething wong in this.



"Why is it that while nmarkets cannot be protected, markets which may be
t he sol e asset of poor countries, intellectual properties nust be
protected at all costs?" he said.

Sayi ng that a choi ce nust be made, Dr Mahathir said if Ml aysia w shed
to protect intellectual property "then we nust al so protect narkets".

He said alternatively, the world should insist on nmarkets and
intellectual property being equally free for everyone.

The Prime M nister also called onthe scientific cormunity to i nnovate
and create, to continuously challenge old thinking with newideas and to
conti nuously search for new know edge and sol uti ons.

"We have to strive for excellence and, in the process, transform
Mal aysia into one of the world players in science and technol ogy."

He said scientists and researchers shoul d expl oit gover nment
infrastructure and facilities to deliver their results.
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