06/ 12/ 1998

Scram Soros, scram

CURRENCY trader CGeorge Soros appears to be gripped by del usi onal

specul ati on when he calls for the ouster of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and t he rel ease of his forner deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar
| br ahi m

Li ke Al Gore and his il k, Soros has underestinmated the rakyat's capacity
toreject external interference nuch |l ess nmeddling froma man who enri ches
hi msel f by ravagi ng t he currenci es of sovereign countries. The ani mati on
of di scussions on the econom c and political situations in Ml aysia has
worn as aspects whi ch suggest they do not think Mal aysi ans can think
freely.

W deemt he occasi on proper to declare that we, Ml aysi ans, jeal ously
guard our rights of self-determ nation and we do not wi sh to be ensl aved
by foreign forces. W vehenently reject any fellowcitizen who becones a
Trojan horse of the West.

I n maki ng such calls, they display a spirit hostile to liberty itself
and the self-determ nation of the rakyat who give the Dr Mahathir-1ed
Governnent the mandate to run the country. Aspirit contractedinits
views and selfishinits objects. Anean spirit obsessed with the renoval
of one man, Dr Mahathir, even to the destruction of the interests of the
entire nation.

W find it hard to believe that these peopl e expect the rakyat to
surrender thenselves to the interest of the few, who are approved by the
West to assune the mantl e of | eadership. Wrse, they expect us to tranmple
on the injunctions of nmoral and constitutional obligations and to engage
in plans of vindictive hostility against the Dr Mahathir-|ed Government.
The question is: should the control of the Governnent be thrown into the
hands of those who have recently and persistently tried to destroy it and
pl unge the country into chaos with their vague calls of refornmasi?

W will not stomach such drivel. The |ikes of Gore and Soros are
adversaries seeking to test the rakyat's will and confound the nation's
resolve in charting its own destiny. Their professed vigilance for human
and political liberty is selective and designed to serve their own selfish
ends. It is rem niscent of the colonial master's avarice, who attack the
citadel of rule in easy search for gold.

W are fully aware of the hostile foreign forces determ ned to underm ne
the country, its people and | eaders. It is a "give "emhell" crusade,
directed at Dr Mahathir. Sone schol ars and fund managers pick up the
crusade, regardl ess of the justice of the enterprise and the fatal
consequences to the citizenry. There may well be a conspiracy, nmaybe | ed
by the US whi ch no | onger abi de by Ei senhower's di ctumof "enli ght ened
self-interest" but corrupted self-interest. This covert aggressionis
sheer cowardice. But we realise the eneny in the rear is nore pernicious
than the honourabl e eneny in front.

Dr Mahathir is accused of depl oyi ng economnics in service of politics.
But is it right to use econom cs in the exclusive service of foreign
powers' econom c i nterests? Qur econom ¢ neasures have brought sone relief
to the public. The | owering of interest rates has all owed many to keep a
roof over their heads. W say: don't use free marketi smand promi ses of
relief to swindle Mal aysi ans of their constitutional rights to el ect
anybody. There will be no prostitution of our flag and our dignity as a
nation.



True, Soros does not know Dr Mahathir or even Mal aysia. But since the
day he rammed t he pound in 1992, all know Soros and his iron heel which
nmercilessly trammel on currencies. He cuts hinmself as denocracy's def ender
but we reckon his noral phil osophy, as propounded in his denouncenment of
the | ai ssez-faire capitalismdoctrine, does not necessarily accord himthe
automatic access to noral truths and rash judgnents. W are puzzl ed how a
key player in an imoral market is not guilty of conplicity.

Mal aysi ans are not suffering from"the bitter fruit of a | eader too | ong
in power". That's his figment of inagination and Soros can keep his
poppycock hi nmsel f.
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