20/ 06/ 1998

Scrutinise foreign ideas first, Ml aysi ans advi sed

MALAYSI ANS shoul d scrutini se forei gnideas before accepting themas sone
may bring about negative inplications, Umo vice-president Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak sai d yesterday.

Wil e arguing that reformati on and new i deas shoul d not be rejected
outright, he said Mal aysi ans shoul d not get carried away and accept them
intoto.

Commenti ng on the presidential address by Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Myhamad
at the opening of the Umo General Assenbly yesterday, Najib said the
concept of denbcracy in Mal aysia, for instance, had been tailored and re-
adjusted to suit the country.

On cronyism he said the Prime Mnister touched on the topic so as to
define its neaning.

He said a person whose ability had not been tested, but was head of a
corporation "need not necessarily be a crony."

Thi s, he said, was because "soneone needs to be appointed to head a
corporation.”

On the New Econonic Policy, Najib said no one was in a position to deny
that they had benefited fromit.

Naji b al so conmented on the party | eadership, saying that Umo had the
absolute right to determ ne who its | eaders shoul d be.

"If the external forces try to push our hand i n maki ng us renove our
| eaders, we should stand together with full confidence and repudi ate their
efforts to bring us down."

Anot her vice-president, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi , urged nenbers
not to echo the West and resort to acti ons which may j eopardi se the party
and the nation.

He invited nenbers to anal yse Dr Mahathir's speech which he said was
full of advice on howto ensure that Umo woul d continue to survive.

"We shoul d not do anything for short-termgains and sacrifice long-term
aspirations," he said when asked on all egations of nepotismand cronyi sm
as put forward by Umo Youth | eader Datuk Ahnmad Zahi d Ham di

Abdul I ah said Umo shoul d be wary of ideas fromthose who were not in
favour of the party and the Governnent.

"I'f we blindly accept these ideas, we may fall into a trap and suffer
serious consequences," he said.

He added that Dr Mahathir did not totally reject the idea of
gl obal i sation, |iberalisation and deregul ati on whi ch were bei ng chanpi oned
by the West.

"All he suggested was that these ideas should be studied carefully
bef ore bei ng adopted," he said.

Abdul | ah added that the Bari san Nasional coalition Government had
remai ned i n power because the people were in favour of its system of
governance and supported the | eadershi p.
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