19/ 04/ 1998
Second Link toll rates to remain

Thanam Vi svanat han

JOHOR BARU, Sat. - Toll rates on the Ml aysi a- Si ngapore Second Link will
not be reduced any further, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamed
sai d.

"The present rates are already |ower than those initially set,” he told
reporters after the official opening of the Second Link here today. "So |
do not think there is a need to reduce it any nore."

H s statenent ends i ntense specul ation that the toll rates woul d be
revi sed downwards in view of the protests fromthe business conmunity, in
particul ar transport operators.

The initial proposal set rates at RMB for cars, RM21 for buses and vans,
and RVb3 for lorries.

Inlate February, the Cabinet agreed to a reduction, and when the final
rates were of ficially announced on March 4, they were reduced by about
half - RM.80 for cars, RML1.40 for vans and snmall lorries, RWM25.50 for
lorries, RMA.10 for taxis and RMVB. 20 for buses.

Still, transport operators and the Johor Chi nese Chanber of Comerce
cl ained the charges, especially for lorries, remi ned unaccept abl y hi gh,
and | obbied for a further revision of the toll.

Dr Mahathir said he did not see the need for a canpaign to pronote the
use of the Second Link despite it being generally under-utilised.

"The sane thi ng happened when t he Penang Bri dge and t he Nort h-South
H ghway were opened. Soon, drivers discovered that it was nuch nore
economi cal to use the new bridge and hi ghway.

"Simlarly, | amsure people will change their mnds in time, and use
the Second Link on their own accord."

Asked i f the existing Johor Causeway woul d be replaced with a new
bridge, Dr Mahathir said a Mal aysi an private conpany had proposed to
denol i sh the Causeway, replacing it with a wi de, nodern bridge that would
allow for the passage of snall boats and vessels underneath it.

However, he sai d the proposal woul d be nore actively consi dered when
times were better.

On the the new Ml aysi a- Si ngapore wat er agreenent, Dr Mahathir said it
was inits final stages and certain "fornmalities" were being seen through.
Dr Mahat hir al so def ended the Governnent's nove to inject capital into

certain ailing conpanies, to save themfrombankruptcy.

"W cannot allow a project to just go under, sinply because a country's
fi nances have been underm ned by the currency crisis," he said.

"It is not the company's fault, or purely due to bad managenent. Any
conpany wi ||l suffer when the country's currency i s deval ued, and share
prices are depressed.”

Dr Mahathir said the injection of capital into such conpani es was
necessary to ensure their survival, so that they may carry through
projects that have been entrusted to them

"I't is for the benefit of the country, because if we sinply allow these
conpani es to go bankrupt we woul d not be able to coll ect taxes fromthem"
he said.
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