14/ 01/ 1998
PM s advice to private sector on partnerships

Ram an Sai d; |zatun Hani m Shari

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad yesterday called on the private sector to
formsmart partnerships with the Governnent in the comercialising of new
t echnol ogi es, saying such col | aborati on woul d hel p speed up the process.

The Prime M nister said the participation of the private sector was
needed as the Governnment had |imted funds.

Calling on themto enhance co-operation with government research
agencies, Dr Mahathir said the many technol ogi es and experti se devel oped
by such institutes could be used to enhance conpetitiveness in various
i ndustries.

He was speaking at the |aunching of the Technol ogy Park of the Mal aysi an
Institute for Nucl ear Technol ogy Research near Bangi, Sel angor. The
institute celebrates its 25th anniversary this year

The park's main activity focuses on devel opi ng vi abl e technol ogy for
international narket and carry out tests to deternmine the ability of new
and comerci al technol ogies to benefit the private sector, particularly
the small and nmedi um scal e i ndustry.

Later at a Press conference, when asked whether he was happy with the
present | evel of participation of the private sector in research and
devel oprent, Dr Mahat hir expressed di sappoi ntrent that many findi ngs and
products of Governnent research agencies had received no response.

Dr Mahathir said: "Qur experience so far is quite disappointing. They
(private sector) are nore interested in obtaining profit the easy way |ike
constructing houses and buil di ngs which do not require much skill."

He said this differed with efforts to convert research results into
somet hi ng that coul d be market ed.

"This is a special capability like the Japanese who are conpetent in
utilising R& of others.

“I'n Mal aysia, not only we do not conduct research ... we also do not use
research findings of others.™

On whet her governnent research agenci es would be affected by the cost-
cutting nmeasures, the Prime Mnister said they had been told to trimtheir
spendi ngs and st op wast age.

"If we really look at it, there are lots of things that need not be
carried out. Previously we coul d because we had t he noney but now we have
to learn to be nore efficient and cost-effective.”

On whet her the Governnent planned to offer incentives to the private
sector for collaborating with Mnt, Dr Mahathir said the habit of asking
for incentives before doing anything should be stopped.

"This (technology) is for their own good. The incentive is the profit
they will gain if they nake use of the technol ogy."

The park conprises five plants - Sinaganma (radi ation and sterilisation
services for nedical devices); Alurtron (sterilisation services and
services to inprove the quality of wires and cabl es); Raym ntex (using
nucl ear technol ogy for the process of vul canisation of rubber |atex);
Sterifeed (process palmtree trunk to feed rum nant ani mals); and thernal
oxi dation (incineration of waste disposal).

The Raym ntex plant, built at a cost of RMb million, is the sole plant
in the world using nuclear technique for the process of vul cani sation of
rubber | atex wi thout using chenical ingredients to produce "surgical and
exam nation gl oves" for export purposes. It has a production capacity of
6, 000 tonnes annual | y.



Conmenti ng on the vul cani sation technol ogy, Dr Mahathir said its
di scovery was significant because Mal aysia was the main supplier of |atex-
based products, particularly the gl oves.

He said the country dominated 70 per cent of the world s market for such
products, adding that the gloves netted RM3 billion in revenue | ast year.

Touching on the park, Dr Mahathir said it al so possessed various
technol ogy excel |l ence centres which coul d benefit the private sector.

Dr Mahathir said the centres provide products and services to Gover nment
departnents as well as private conpani es, adding that the radi oi sotop
products produced by M nt had been wi dely used at Governnent and private
hospi t al s.
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