14/ 09/ 1998

" See sacking as blessing in disguise

MALACCA, Sun. - The sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimas Deputy Prine
M ni ster and his expul sion fromUmo should be viewed as a "blessing in
disguise” as it was to cleanse the adm nistration and party of those with
| ow nor al s.

Party vice-president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said if Anwar's
nmoral s had not been di scl osed, he mi ght have led the country to
destruction

"It is fortunate that Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad was
able to find out Anwar's faults before he passed the torch to him

"Being patriotic to the country, race and religion, Dr Mahathir had to
t ake the pai nful decision of sacking Anwar fromthe Cabi net and maki ng
sure the person he had grooned did not becone the next Prinme Mnister."

Abdul | ah, who is also Foreign M nister, was addressing about 2,000 State
Umo branch | eaders at the Al -Azi m nbsque.

Speaking to reporters on Anwar's so-called reformati on noverrent and his
Per mat ang Pauh Decl arati on, Abdullah said Umo had the credit of starting
reformati on when its nenbers went agai nst the Mal ayan Union in 1946 and
|later striving to uplift the position of Bunmi puteras through the New
Economi ¢ Pol i cy.

Furthernore, he said a reformati on would only be successful if it was
initiated by a | eader of high calibre and good reputati on and not by one
who had | ow noral s.

On clains by Anwar that he was the victimof a political conspiracy
whi ch was ai ned at preventing himfromchall enging Dr Mahathir for the
president's post, Abdullah said it was not true.

Later at night in Kuala Lunpur, Abdullah briefed Federal Territory Ummo
menbers on Anwar's sacking fromthe party.

Abdul | ah sai d when Anwar was renpved fromthe Cabinet and party, he was
in Durban, South Africa representing Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the Non-Alligned Movenment neeting.

"While | was there, not even one head of governnent asked ne on Anwar's
renoval . They were nore interested to know the capital control neasures
announced by Dr Mahathir the day before.

"I had to call home and ask for copies of transcript of the interview
bet ween newspaper editors and Dr Mahathir on the new capital contro
measures for the heads of governnent."

Abdul I ah said only four Foreign Mnisters had asked hi mon Anwar's
removal

Al so present at the briefing were Umo information chief Datuk Dr Yusof
Nor, Federal Territory Umo |iaison commttee chairman Datuk Dr Sul ei nan
Mohd and Umo suprene council menber Datuk IbrahimAli.

Abdul | ah said he was al so confident that Anwar woul d not be detained
under the Internal Security Act although he had many tines nentioned this
possibility.

"If ever, Anwar will be brought to court to answer allegations agai nst
hi m

"There is no need for himto tell the people that he will be arrested
under the I SA just to get synpathy," he said.

Earlier, Suleiman said the Federal Territory Umo would be the first to
"face" Anwar if he attenpted to manipul ate t he people.
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