28/ 04/ 1998
Seek new ways to overcone econoni ¢ woes, Dr Murges Mislins

Farush Khan

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad has
urged Muslims to seek new ways to overcone the current econom ¢ probl em
faced by the country.

He said if need be, they nust be willing "to be thrifty, to work harder,
to be nore patient and noderate” in their stand.

In his Ma'al Hjrah 1419 nessage to nmark the begi nning of the Muslim
cal endar year tonorrow, he said: "God willing, if we are prepared to
change, this Ma*al Hjrah will not just be a historical day for
cel ebration but al so nore beneficial and meani ngful .

"God willing, we Muslins will be able to free ourselves fromthe
probl ens affecting us and to overcone all forns of oppression."”

Dr Mahat hir al so spoke about Muslims who knew t he Qurani c verses and
prophetic tradition of changi ng onesel f for the better but did not pay
attention to their actual neanings.

"Therefore, if our situation is not good, certainly the fault is ours as
we do not act to change the situation."”

He said while Muslins in the country lived peacefully and did not face
probl ens such as famni ne and ot her catastrophes, they were still weak and
easily oppressed.

"Qur weaknesses are due to our cul ture which does not stress hard work,
seeki ng of know edge, noderationinlife, adopting good val ues and ot her
things. It is, therefore, easy for anybody to defeat and hum |iate us.
This | eads our religion to be huniliated too."

He said if they understood the true nmeani ng of hijrah and the Quranic
verses on t he changi ng of oneself, they woul d definitely adopt a culture
whi ch coul d nake t hem progressive and strong.

"Actually, our ability is noless better than other people's. W have
proven that if we make efforts, Insya Al ah, we can achi eve what ever that
have been achi eved by others."

G ting Prophet Muhammad' s determ nation to spread | slam c teachi ngs
despite the unwi I i ngness of the people of Taif to accept changes, the
Prime Mnister said that had the Prophet been frustrated by this, Islam
m ght not have spread as it had.

"Al t hough we know t hat God can make anyt hi ng happen easily, He wants us
tostrive for it. Qur efforts may or may not be fruitful. It is up to God
to determ ne. But just because success is not assured, it does not nmean we
shoul d not work and try to change our lot," Dr Mahathir said.

Hijrah, he said, was a great | esson for Muslins. Anong the Prophet's
sunnah (traditions), "the hijrah fromMecca to Medina 1,419 years ago was
a significant event inthe Prophet's struggle in propagating |Islam so
much so that this particul ar date was nmade t he begi nning of the Islamc
era".

Dr Mahathir said Hijrah meant nmoving fromone place to another in
anticipation of change for the better. The Prophet's migration fromMecca
to Medi na foll owed t he oppression he faced in the forner that prevented
hi mfrompropagating I slam
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