16/ 10/ 1998
Seeki ng access to better treatnment for H V patients

Est her Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Health Mnistry has set up a conmittee to | ook
into ways of enabling H V-infected people to be treated with a triple
conbi nation of drugs which is said to be highly effective but expensive.

Heal th M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng said today the commttee would al so
develop an eligibility criteria for those who woul d be given priority for
the treatment such as those with very low CD-4 cell count.

The conmittee, headed by the Mnistry's director-general Tan Sri Abu
Bakar Sul ei man, is expected to submit its reconmendati ons by t he end of
the year.

At present, H V patients inthe country are nostly being treated with
the anti-viral AZT drug which is relatively cheaper.

The drug i s subsidised by the Governnent and sone third-class patients
are usual ly treated for free.

However, there are patients in the Kual a Lunpur Hospital who buy their
own drugs for the triple treatnment which costs between RM2, 000 and RMB, 000
per nonth.

"Triple treatnent can be very effective. It cannot cure H V or Al DS but
it can prolong life and patients can go back to work.

"AZT al so hel ps but to a | esser extent," Chua told reporters after
presenting the 1998 Pingat Bestari Public Bank awards to 31 students who
excelledintheir Sijil Pelajaran Mal aysi a and Peni | ai an Menengah Rendah
exami nati ons.

Chua was comrenti ng on the statenent by Mal aysi an Al DS Counci |l presi dent
Dati n Paduka Marina Mahat hir that nost people who tested H V-positive were
unabl e t o obtain regul ar treatnment because of the high cost invol ved.

She sai d since nost of themwere ex-drug addi cts and prisoners who have
been abandoned by their famlies and unable to find enploynent, it would
be a problemfor themto nmeet the high cost of treatnent.

Chua said the high cost for the newtriple treatment was a world
di | emma.

He said the drugs invol ved were very expensive as they were devel oped
and patented by nul tinational corporations.

"Qur hope, and that of other devel oping countries too, is for the
mul tinational corporations to reduce their prices.

"At present, we are doi ng whatever we can," he said.

At the sane tinme, Chua said the Mnistry was | ooking into ways of
overcom ng the problemto provide better treatnment for H V patients.

The M nistry hopes to get sone allocations fromthe Treasury or fromthe
proposed National Health Fund.

The conmittee will even propose ways of getting the nultinational
corporations' cooperation in the matter.

Chua said at present, the Mnistry was "very close" with the
phar maceutical industry.

"W are not trying to raise hopes but we want to try to do the best we
can," he said.

On the two brothers fromMiar who are suffering fromthe rare genetic
di sorder known as progeria, Chua said they woul d be undergoi ng a series of
medi cal exam nations to be carried out by a teamof specialists fromthe
Miar district hospital starting tonorrow.

The teaminclude ear, nose and throat; eye; skin; physiotherapy; and
dental specialists.



Chua said the specialists were to recommend t he types of treatnment to
control the synptons brought about by rapid agi ng faced by the boys - Tan
Huey Juan, 11, and Huey Jyh, 20.

"We can only control the synptons because there is no known cure for the
di sease,” he said.

If need be, the boys will be referred to Dr Hussein I bam a speciali st
at the KLH who has seen sinilar cases involving a pair of twins from
Penang.

Chua has al so asked | ocal experts to seek as much information as they
can on the disease fromthe Internet and their foreign counterparts.

Earlier, he presented three students who scored 10 Als in their 1997 SPM
exam nations with the Pingat Bestari awards

They are Hannah Ahmad Rosli of Sekol ah Tun Fati mah, Johor Baru; Lee Sze
Yi n of Sekol ah Menengah Perempuan St, CGeorge, Penang; and Sri Raeen Kandan
of Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan La Sall e, Petaling Jaya.

Each received a gold coin worth RM 1, 200, a certificate and a bl azer
They will al so receive a nonthly cash award of RM200 each for 22 nonths.

Twent y- ei ght ot her students recei ved the 1998 Bestari Mida Public Bank
awards for excellent results in their 1997 PMR exam nati on.

They will each receive RMB0O a nonth for two years

The 1998 Bestari School Public Bank award went to Sekol ah Al am Shah
Kual a Lunpur and Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Subang Ut ama, Subang. The
school s were chosen for having the nost nunber of students who excelled in
their exam nations and for having a good co-curriculumrecord.

Each school was given a nulti-media conputer set worth RV4, 000 and a
pl aque.
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