21/ 01/ 1998
Seki nchan padi farners: W want to stay put

Chok Suat Ling; Tanya Lim
SEKI NCHAN, Tues. - The 67 farners in Parit 5, Miki mPasir Panjang, want to
continue toiling the land as "it is the only thing we know howto do".

Besi des, it has becone sort of a famly | egacy.

Their fam |ies have been planting padi on the sane plot for nore than 20
years.

Al the farmers, participants in the Projek Barat Laut Sel angor, a padi
farm ng scheme supported by the Agriculture Mnistry, were offered |lots at
a proposed farnmers' market (to be |l ocated on their plots) but have
rejected it.

Chai rman of a commttee representing the farners, Leong San, said: "W
do not know howto operate a business. Padi planting is all we knowand it
is what we want to continue doing.

"They asked us to vacate by February or March. The next crop season is

in March and we do not want to miss out onthat ... tine is running out
for us."

The padi on their plot has just been harvested. Two crops are yielded in
a year.

The ot her four farners who acconpani ed hi m- Chong Wan Hong, Fong Kong
Sang, Lee Kai Chang and Foo Kok Chow - nodded in agreenent.

Aletter they received | ast Thursday fromthe Sabak BernamDi stri ct
Ofice said 0.4 of their 34-hectare | and woul d have to nake way for the
mar ket and padi planting in the affected area woul d have to stop

Leong said if this were all owed to happen, water woul d be drai ned awnay
fromthe entire 34ha and this woul d j eopardi se their crop

“Qur livelihood, and the welfare of our fanilies will be affected. W
stand to gain RwW85,100 in profit a year fromthat plot of |and.

"The nation will al so be deprived of 692, 000kg of rice per year, enough
to feed 500,000 peopl e a day.

"This area produces one of the highest yields per hectare in Peninsul ar
Mal aysi a. "

Leong sai d t he Sabak Bernamdistrict officer Shamsuddin Alias, in a
meeting with themyesterday, asked themto appeal

"That will take tinme and we don't have that. What we want is to be able
to continue planting padi and we want the title deeds to be given to us.

"Farnmers of plots adjoining our 34ha pl ot have already got their title
deeds. Why haven't we got ours?" Leong asked.

The farmers had applied for land titles nore than a decade ago and the
Sel angor Governnent tried to facilitate their applications.

For mer Sel angor Menteri Besar Dat uk Ahmad Razal i Mohaned Ali had even
directed the Sabak BernamDistrict O fice to speed up the issuing of |and
titles to the planters as early as 1984.

It has been 14 years since. The farmers have yet to receive their
titles.

Leong said the farmers' narket should not be set up at all.

"There is al ready one nearby and it does not comand good busi ness at
all. Wy shoul d there be anot her one?"

Leong said the conmttee had witten to, anong others, Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mand
Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Orar, requesting a solutionto
t hei r probl em
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