17 OCT 1998
Abu Hassan- El ecti on
SELANGOR BN UPBEAT TO REPEAT LAST ELECTI ON VI CTORY

TANJUNG KARANG, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- The Sel angor Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
is confident to repeat its 1995 election victory in the next genera
el ection, Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Omar said today.

He said the State BN el ecti on machi nery had been geared up to work hard
to ensure a thunping victory for the ruling coalition in the next polls.

Wth the support of all BN conmponent parties, the BN could maintain its
present mgjority in the state assenbly, he said.

The BN won 45 of the 48 state seats in the last election, said Abu
Hassan, who is al so Sel angor BN chi ef.

"I'mconfident the people will continue to give their nmandate for the
BN to rule but we have to work hard for it," he told reporters after
perform ng the ground-breaki ng cerenony for a rural centre at Kanpung
Sungai Qul ang- Gul ang, about 20km from here.

He was conmenting on the statenment by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad in Tokya yesterday that the BN would still formthe
governnent although its majority might be reduced in the next genera
el ecti on.

Abu Hassan said Dr Mahathir might have nade the statenent after a
realistic analysis of the situation in the country, taking into account the
present economi ¢ sl owdown and the political turn of events.

"However, the statenent is really atinely rem nder for us to ensure we
are not over confident in the next general election," he said.

Abu Hassan al so said nine party nmenbers from Sel angor had been issued
wi th show cause letters as investigations by the State Umo Liai son
Conmittee showed they were involved in the so-called reformnovenent
initiated by fornmer Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Anot her three, who were caught ganmbling, had al so been asked to
show- cause, said Abu Hassan, who is al so Sel angor Umo Liai son chief.

He said the 12 nmenbers nust reply to the letters to prove their
i nnocence agai nst the all egations.
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