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Unno- Mot i on
SELANGOR UWNO TO TABLE " NO- CONTEST" MOTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, June 18 (Bernanmm) -- The Selangor Umo will table a
"no-contest” notion at the party's General Assenbly tonorrow for the
president and deputy president's posts in the party el ections next year to
mai ntain political stability and to deal with the country's econom c
sl owdown.

Ment eri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Omar said a representative fromthe
state Umo woul d announce the state's stand when tabling the notion at the
52nd assenbl y.

" | feel there should be no contest for the Nunber One and Two posts,"
he told reporters after attendi ng the sinmultaneous openi ng of the Umo
Youth and Wanita assenblies by Deputy Prime Mnister and party deputy
presi dent Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mtoday.

Abu Hassan, who is al so Sel angor Umo Liai son chief, hoped that other
states woul d al so make sim | ar decisions.

He said Umo nmust set an exanple to mnimse politicking in the wake of
the econonic downturn and to preserve political stability.

The Kel antan and Kedah Umo had earlier proposed that the two posts
shoul d not be cont est ed.

Prime Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad sai d
yesterday that he would not stop delegates fromtabling a "no-contest”
motion for the posts.

Dr Mahat hir, however, said he was open to contest.

Meanwhil e, Umo I nformation Chief Datuk Dr Yusof Nor said the suprene
council might discuss the matter in its nmeeting tonight if any of the
council menbers raised the issue.

The council, Umo's hi ghest deci sion-naki ng body, had not received any
suggestion or notion on the matter thus far.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d he wel coned
any notion which would help reduce politicking in the party particularly at
a tine when the country was faci ng econom c probl ens.

It was up to Umo nenbers to consider such notions, said Abdul | ah, who
is Foreign Mnister.

Supreme Council menber Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said it was up to party
menbers to deci de whether they wanted a contest for the two posts.

"If they want to see a split in the party |ike what happened in 1987
(party elections), they can have many contests.

But, if they are responsible and consci ous about the party's unity and
efforts to tackle the economc downturn, | feel nobody will want to
chal | enge agai nst one another," said the former Wanita Umo chi ef.

Rafi dah regretted that anything to be corrected in Umo need to done by
way of notion or resolution

Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnman, when asked to comment on
Dr Mahathir's statenent yesterday, said, " | don't know about it."

He declined to comrent on Johor Umo's stand on the nove by Sel angor
Umo to table a "no-contest” notion for the president and deputy
president's posts.
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