27/ 02/ 1998

Semi nar to give Europe a better insight into Islam

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is
shedul ed to open a two-day "Ml aysi an- Eur opean Uni on Joi nt Sem nar: Europe
and the Islamc Wrld" on March 24.

He will al so deliver a keynote address at the sem nar, organi sed by the
Mal aysi an I nstitute of Islam c Understandi ng and the Oxford Centre for
I sl am ¢ Studi es.

The seminar is to enabl e Europeans to have a better understanding of the
role of Islamin a nulti-religious country |ike Ml aysi a.

I kimdirector-general Datuk Ismail |brahi msaid they had decided to
organise it foll ow ng suggesti ons by several anbassadors fromEuropean
countries who were i npressed with the extent of tol erance and harnony in
Mal aysi a.

"Havi ng worked in this country, they felt ot her Europeans shoul d al so
have the opportunity to see for thensel ves how|slamis being practised in
Mal aysi a," he added.

Consultants fromBritain, Spain and Italy were appointed to organi se the
semnar with Ikimand the Oxford Centre as a substantial part of its
fundi ng comes fromthe European Uni on

Sone 25 participants fromEurope and 25 from Ml aysi a have been i nvited
to attend. About 400 others are expected to attend the opening and
cl osi ng cerenoni es.

Ismail said the Europeans had insisted that the semnar be held in
Mal aysia in view of the inpact of Dr Mahathir's speech on Islam- The
M sunder st ood Rel i gi on on the Miuslimand non-Misli mworl d.

It was delivered at the Oxford Centre on April 16, 1996.

Said Ismail: "It istinely for Europeans to understand how Mal aysi a has
i nfused Islam c values into politics, business, education and ot her
aspects of social life."

He sai d di al ogue bet ween European and | ocal acadeni ci ans, politicians,
cl ergymen, and non-governnental organi sations would "hopefully bridge the
gap" and i ncrease nmutual understandi ng.
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