07/ 08/ 1998
Senat ors concerned over negative side of IT

reports on "Dewan Negara" by Ram an Sai d; Hayati Hayat udin
THE Dewan Negar a yest er day endor sed t he Gover nment' s aggr essi ve pronoti on
of information technol ogy. However, many senators were concerned that the
negative el enents of the cyber world coul d corrupt the younger generation
i f supervision and enforcenment were | acki ng.

Debati ng t he Communi cati ons and Mul timedia Bill 1998, they urged the
authorities and parents to ensure that the young had proper supervision
and gui dance so that they were not diverted fromreapi ng the many benefits
of IT.

Senat or Masti ka Junai dah Husin said it was unfortunate peopl e,
especially inrural areas, had forned a negative perception of IT that |ed
themto oppose the Governnment's canpaign

Taki ng a swi pe at the Qpposition, especially Pas, she said the party had
i nfluenced their supporters into believing that I T and the I nternet had
only pornographic materi al s.

"Pas has been saying in its canpaign that IT will only expose our
children to sex and pornography. Do not use social reasontoreject IT,"
she sai d, expressing surprisethat the party's representatives inthe
House had chosen to support the Bill.

She hoped their backing was sincere.

Mast i ka Junai dah al so cal | ed on t he Energy, Tel ecommuni cati ons and Posts
M nistry to be wary of the possibility that the cyber world may be turned
into atool to defane others, or for spreading poi son-pen letters

To drive home her point that technology could result in disaster if
mani pul at ed by undesi rabl e el enents, she spoke about how a tape on a
meeting on Islamc affairs between Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad and Menteris Besar and Chief M nisters had been doctored, to
di scredit the Governnment during the recent Arau parlianmentary by-election

"Technology is just a nedium... if it is used wisely, we will gain the
benefits. But I Tis al so opening the door for exploitation," she said,
adding that it was hoped that the Bill had taken the matter into
consi derati on.

Senat or Jami | ah I brahi mfromKel antan expressed worries that if not
curbed, the Internet could corrupt the m nds of the people.

She hoped the introduction of the Bill would result in comunication and
multinedia facilities being provided fairly to all.

Jam | ah said nmul ti medi a coul d spur the quest for know edge but wanted
t he Governnent to ensure that human devel opnent was not neglected in the
eagerness to promote IT.

"Conputers and nultinmedia, for instance, can be utilised to counter lies
on Isl am besi des enhancing the i mage of the religion."

Datin Wan | ntan Taj uddi n touched on the content of tel evision programres
whi ch wer e domi nat ed by foreign productions, which contai ned nany negati ve
aspects.

On t he nmushroom ng of cyber cafes, she said as many operators did not
carry out any censorship at all, activities |like the duplication of
por nogr aphi ¢ materi als by school children for distributionwas rife.

She al so called for stern action agai nst those involved in producing
pi rated software.

Senat or Dat uk Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahnman call ed on t he Governnent to ensure
that new conputers in the nmarket were not affected by the nill eni umbug.

He said deal ers nust be required to i nformconsuners i f the conputer



units they were about to buy were not able to handl e the probl em

On I T pronotion inrural areas, Abdul Aziz said it was paranmount that
t he necessary i nfrastructure was made avail abl e first.

He proposed that the Government come out with a blue print, covering
programes fromthe school |evel to industries and government as well as
foll owup measures. This was to ensure that all of society would benefit
fromconmputers and nul ti nedi a.

"We do not want a situation simlar to the United States where there was
a big gap in the ownership of conputers anmong its citizens."

Senat or Dat uk Chet Singh Karam Si ngh suggested that the Gover nment
aggressively pronote smart partnershipwith foreign | T conpani es, besides
encouragi ng Mal aysian I T experts working overseas to return honme and gi ve
themcontrol of IT or nmultinedi a conpani es.

"A strategi c progranme shoul d be established for ITand nultinmedia as it
is going to be the country's econonic catal yst," he said.

Senat or Datuk Abdul Majid Baba asked about steps taken to censor the
contents of the Internet, its borderl ess concept, and neasures to fend of f
forei gn conpetition fromnore advanced countri es.

Agreeing wi th Abdul Majid was Senator Datuk Abu Bakar |snail who said a
clear concept of IT, the nultinedia and I nternet was required, especially
for the rural areas.

"W cannot prevent IT fromcoming to the country but what we nmust do is
react positively," he said.

( END)



	Senators concerned over negative side of IT (NST 07/08/1998)

