16/ 12/ 1998
Senators urge Dr Mto appoi nt DPM f ast

reports on "Dewan Negara" by Raml an Said
THE appoi nt ment of the Deputy Prinme Mnister was rai sed i n the Dewan
Negara yesterday with two Senators calling on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad to appoint his deputy now.

They said the appoi ntnment of a Deputy Prine Mnister would hel p overcone
the crisis of confidence in the country.

Senat or Dat uk Zai nuddin Maidin said the foreign nedia had been using the
i ssue of the country not having a Deputy Prime Mnister to justify their
claims that Dr Mahathir had no plans to relinqui sh power.

"I feel appointing a Deputy Prine Mnister noww |l help avert a bigger
split especially anbng the Ml ays."

Debating the Supply Bill 1999, Zainuddin said natters like requiring a
person to possess ideal qualities before he could be appointed to the post
shoul d not becone the stunbling bl ock.

"W have chosen soneone pi ous and possessing fine | eadership qualities
to be the Deputy Prime Mnister before but as we all now know, still he
did not nake it to the top."

On cronyi smand nepotism Zainuddin said the culture was not wong,
adding that it had hel ped produce many successful Mal ays.

"What's needed is a review of the culture to ensure that social justice
is done and there is no nonopoly of wealth."

In urging Dr Mahathir to appoint his deputy now, Senator Abu Bakar
I smail said he was confident that no one would dispute the Prine
M ni ster's choi ce.

He said Dr Mahathir would receive full backing from Bari san Nasi ona
conmponent parties and the people.

"Appointing a deputy is his prerogative and everyone realises this. Let
Umo elect its deputy president and the Prine Mnister to appoint his.”

On the action of several supporters of forner Deputy Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Anwar Ibrahimin criticising the country fromoverseas, Abu
Bakar wanted stern action be taken, including stripping themof their
citizenship.

"They are running down their own country, sonething that we cannot
conmproni se on. They can seek justice but don't allow thensel ves to be used
by foreign powers."

On cronyi smand nepoti sm Abu Bakar said it was sad to know that the
critics were also involved - as proven by the revel ations that many of
them have interests or own shares in various conpani es.

He al so took to task United State Vice-President Al Gore for supporting
street denonstrators and suggested that Mal aysia nove a notion in the
United Nations to censure the US for violating the sovereignity of nmenber
countri es.

He said the US nust be punished for interfering in the internal affairs
of countries like Iraq, Afghanistan and Ml aysi a.

Senator To' Puan Wan Seri @Wan Asi ah Ahnad suggested a review on the
regul ati on pertaining to | ow cost houses where unnarried applicants were
not allowed to apply.

"But there are nmany single wonen who need a house as they have many
dependents. They can't afford to buy houses except | ow cost units.

"But since they are not eligible because of their marital status, where
can they go then?"

WAn Seri said it was tinme that single wonen were allowed to apply for



| ow cost houses.

Senat or Dat uk Norjan Khan Bahadar spoke mainly on the maritinme industry
in Sabah, saying it could contribute in the devel opnent of other sectors,
I'ike tourism

For exanple, she said, if the industry was aggressively pronoted,

t housands of job opportunities could be created.

She felt that Sabah, with its many islands, was suitable for the
devel opnment of the maritine industry.

Senat or Dat uk Joseph Bal an Sel i ng enphasi sed the i nportance of Ml aysia
enjoying political stability, thus the need for all to close ranks and
support the present |eadership during the econom c and political crisis.

He said the ability of Ml aysians of diverse religious and cul tural
backgrounds to live in harnony and peace indicated the ability and
capability of the | eadership.

On the capital controls, he said it was good to hear of assurances from
t he Government that the nmeasures inposed woul d not be pernmanent, saying
Mal aysi a could not afford to be in isolation forever

Senat or Abdi | | ah Abdul Rahi mtouched on education, especially on the
| ack of mathenmatics and English teachers in rural areas.

He said an incentive schene nmust be introduced to attract teachers
trained in the subjects to serve in rural areas |ike in Sarawak.

"l have raised before the problemfaced by sonme schools in Sarawak where
Engl i sh teachers have to teach Mathematics as well."

On information technology in education, Abdillah said as not all could
afford to buy conputers or receive electricity supply, he suggested that
comput er ki osks be set up in selected rural areas

On the canpaign to increase |ocal food production, he said it was hoped
that after the econonmic crisis, Malaysia would continue to produce its own
f ood.

"When t he econony recovers, we should not revert to our old practice of
depending on inported food. In fact, the effort to produce nore on our own
must be intensified."

( END)
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