13/ 12/ 1998
Sepang all set for the big One

Tony Enmanuel

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad yesterday flagged off the
first event at the new y-opened the Sepang International Crcuit and gave
it the thunbs up.

"Conpared to sone of the international race tracks, | ampl eased to say
some of them are nowhere near to our facility,” he told a Press
conf er ence.

Sepang will be the first racing circuit in Southeast Asia, and only the
second Asian nation after Japan, to host a |l eg of next year's Wrld
Formul a One Chanpi onshi p, schedul ed for Cct 17.

Dr Mahathir earlier signed a commenorative plaque recording the Proton
I nt ernati onal 300Km Merdeka Race as the first official event at the
circuit.

Dr Mahat hir expressed satisfaction with the 5.6kmcircuit and its | avish
facilities. Oficials fromthe International Autonobile Federation (FlIA)
who recently visited the circuit were al so i npressed.

Al so present yesterday were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhamad Al
Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k, Deputy
Transport M nister Datuk Wra Mhamad Ali Rustam DRB-H com chai rman Tan
Sri Salleh Sul ong, Mal aysia Airports Berhad chairman Tan Sri Basir |snai
and Proton chief executive officer Tengku Datuk Mahal eel Tengku Ariff.

Replying to whether the efforts into constructing the circuit were
justified, Dr Mahathir said it would go a long way into putting Ml aysi a
prom nently on the map

"We (Mal aysia) are an unknown country and with the Wrld Fornmula One
Chanpi onshi p bei ng held here next Cctober, we hope to be better known.™"

Dr Mahathir first announced plans of Ml aysia hosting a round of the
chanpi onship in 1996 when he visited the Portuguese Gand Prix held at the
Estoril Grcuit.

Mal aysi a Airports Berhad who own the circuit, took slightly over a year
to build the circuit.

Spr eadi ng over a 240ha plot, the RM86 mllion circuit will be rmanaged
by their subsidiary, Sepang International Crcuit (SIC)

Anmong the manmoth strtuctures include a doubl e-frontage grandstand
stretching al nost a kil onetre | ong, capabl e of accommpdati ng 30, 000
peopl e. Anot her 100, 000 spectators can watch fromthe natural stands
(hill sl opes) which | ookdown on the 16-turn racing track.
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