20/ 03/ 1998

Serbs urged to end Kosovo vi ol ence

THE Organi sation of Islamc Conference (O C) neeting held in Doha, Qatar
ended two days early but managed to di scuss vari ous probl enms, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw sai d.

He said the O C was agai nst Serbian viol ence agai nst Mislins in Kosovo
and urged the Serbs to withdraw their soldiers there.

"We urged that a dial ogue be held and autonony be given to the people of
Kosovo. W admit that although the problens in Kosovo is considered an
internal one, it has raised threats and affected the stability in the
region," Abdullah told reporters upon arrival at the Sultan Aziz Shah
International Airport in Subang yesterday after attending the three-day
O C neeting.

The Serbi an action agai nst nostly-Mislimethnic Al banians in Kosovo had
pronpted foreign mnisters at the three-day O C neeting to condem the
violation of human rights on Al bani ans.

On Israel, Abdullah said OC had indicated that it wants to ensure that
| srael does not strengthened and broaden its occupation in Pal estine.

The communi que adopted at the end of the O C neeting had urged the
international comunity (especially the co-sponsors of the peace process -
the UK and Russia) to put pressure on Israel to conply with internationa
| aws and end construction of Jewi sh settlenments on occupied territories.

Meanwhi l e, on the Group of Eight (D-8) Islamc countries, Abdullah said
the D-8 countries reviewed what has been done so far and found it
sati sfactory.

"For Mal aysia, we were given the task to have a senminar at the end of
this nmonth so that the D8 will be nmore familiar with “takaful' and " Snart
Par t nership'.

"We will invite other countries to participate as well," Abdull ah said,
addi ng that he had proposed that O C countries turn to Smart Partnership
programres initiated by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Abdul I ah said he al so stressed the inportant role of the private sector
i n enhanci ng econom ¢ and devel opnent cooperation particularly anong the
8.

"The i dea has been expanded to include Southern Africa and Eastern
Europe ... and if the D-8 nmenbers are ready to participate in the Smart
Partnership Dialogue, | will convey their wishes to Dr Mahathir," he said.

The D-8 conprises eight devel oping Muslimcountries - Mlaysia, Iran,
Tur key, Eygpt, Indonesia, N geria, Pakistan and Bangl adesh.

The D-8 is nostly econom c-oriented and the idea to set up the novenent
was proposed by former Turkish Prime Mnister Necnettin Erbakan.

Abdul | ah added that he had nuneral bilateral nmeetings with D-8 countries
as well, and nost of themwere interested in knowi ng how Mal aysia is
coping to overcone the economc crisis.

Meanwhi | e, Abdul | ah added that he stoped in Dubai on his way to Kual a
Lurmpur and rmanaged to hear Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad' s
keynote address at the Enmrates International Forum

"Dr Mahathir's address was wel | -accepted and questions were being fired
rapidly.

"The participants were really interested to find out what is happening
her e.

"The sentinments towards Malaysia is also not affected as they understand
that our fundanentals are still strong," Abdullah added.



Dr Mahathir's keynote address at the Forumwas entitled "Qut of Crisis:
The Qpportunities”.
( END)
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