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SERI MALAYSI A TO EXPAND HOTEL NETWORK | N NEXT FI VE YEARS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 27 (Bernanme) -- The governnent plans to expand the
Seri Mal aysia hotel chain to all |arge and nedi umtowns over the next five
years, said Mnister of Culture, the Arts and Touri sm Dat uk Sabbar uddi n
Chi k.

A wor ki ng paper on the proposal would be presented to the Cabinet soon,
he said at the best Seri Ml aysia award presentati on cerenony here tonight.

He said the running of the hotel chain through the franchi se method
woul d help to create a new group of Bum putera entrepreneurs in the medi um
cl ass hotel business.

There are currently 16 Seri Ml aysia hotels with a total of 1,574
roons, and the latest is in Genting Hi ghl ands.

The hotel s are nanaged by Gateway | nn Managenent Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary
of Reliance Pacific Bhd.

Its chairman Mukhriz Mahathir said the average occupancy rate for the
chain rose to 60 per cent |ast year, conpared to 54 per cent in 1996 and 53
per cent in 1995, the first year of operation.

The gross operating revenue also rose to RM33.6 nmillion fromRV32. 6
mllionin 1996 and RML3.2 nmillion in 1995.

At the cerenpny, the Seri Ml aysia hotel in Kuantan was declared as the
best in the chain, followed by the one in Pulau Pinang and i n Johor Baharu
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