14 JUL 1998
Mahat hir - pay
DON T DEMAND TCO HI GH PAY, MAHATHI R TELLS Cl VI L SERVANTS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 14 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad t oday ren nded gover nment servants agai nst being too
demandi ng for high pay to the extent of allow ng foreigners run the
country's essential services.

He said the governnment was aware that public sector jobs, including in
the nmedi cal service, did not command as nuch pay as those in the private
sector.

"I'"'mgrateful that many doctors and specialists still opt to continue
serving with the governnent despite not being paid that well," he said
openi ng the Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia (UKM Hospital in Bandar Tun
Razak here.

Dr Mahat hir thanked retired specialists, who were not bot hered about
getting small salaries, for choosing to serve with the governnent.

Wthout them he said, the majority of governnent doctors would
conprise foreigners.

He said at the nonent foreigners were increasingly enpl oyed as nurses
in local hospitals.

The prinme minister cautioned that no devel oped nation could sustain its
progress if it is overly dependent on foreigners.

Dr Mahathir recall ed a disappointing experience he had with Ml aysi an
students he net while visiting overseas nedical faculties who asked about
the | ow pay for doctors back hone.

He said it was saddeni ng that these students, who were even unsure yet
of graduating, have al ready been thinking of their pay.

"I do regard that incone does matter nmuch to anyone but while we are
still studying | et us concentrate on getting the qualification first before
we start thinking of the pay.

"Or if we are too sal ary-conscious, then at the very outset we should
go through the pay scale in the nedical service. If we find it
i nsufficient, we can choose to take up other disciplines which prom se good
i ncome, " he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is a medical doctor, said the culture of nedical
service in several advanced countries has disintegrated as doctors
negl ected their conmunity obligations and i nstead used their profession
only to reap as nuch returns as possible.

"Their conmtnent to the patient is dictated by the fee that can be
earned and individual attention is also influenced by the quantum of
i nconme, " he said.

The prinme mnister said patients in the west, notivated by the desire
to earn conpensation which at tinmes ran into mllions of ringgit, were al so
litigious agai nst doctors and hospitals suspected of negligence.

He said this pronpted doctors and hospitals to exercise extra caution
so much so that sophisticated exam nations, which should be as a matter of
routine, were side-stepped to avert charges of negligence during treatnent.

This led to skyrocketing treatnment costs thus depriving the poor access
to nedical care, he said

"This is common in advanced countries. Patients becone bankrupt because
too sophisticated treatnent costs too nuch," said Dr Mahathir.

According to Dr Mahathir, the situation in Ml aysia was not that
litigious and local |lawers did not coax patients into suing doctors or
hospitals for conpensations to be shared between the patient and counsel.



But this, he said, did not nean | ocal doctors and hospitals could
afford to be careless or should not strive to provide the best treatnent
since the nedical profession serves the community.

However, Dr Mahathir said there were also doctors in devel oped
countries, like those of France's Medicins Sans Frontieres, who dedi cated
their lives to humanitarian service.

"They purposely offer their service to devel opi ng countries facing
medi cal probl enms or areas of arned conflicts.

"They don't take sides. They just want to cure and treat patients with
nmoder n nedi ci ne, " he added.
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