02/ 04/ 1998

“Set up panel to deal with issues that may cause racial unrest'

A GOVERNMENT backbencher proposed that a National Solidarity Council be
set up to advise Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on i ssues
that could spark off racial unrest.

Abdul Aziz Yassin (BN-Miar) added that the proposed council should be
pl aced under the Prime Mnister's departnment and conprise "veteran
politicians" and statesnmen who had contributed to the nation building
process.

He suggested anpong others, people like forner deputy prine mnister Tun
Abdul Ghafar Baba, Tun Orar Yoke Lin Ong, former Penang Chief Mnister Tun
Li m Chong Eu and Tan Sri G Pasanani ckam as possi bl e counci| nenbers.

Abdul Aziz said veteran politicians from Sabah and Sarawak shoul d al so
be included in the council

I n debating the nmotion of thanks on the Royal Address, he said, the
counci |l shoul d be enpowered to study issues that could create raci al
unrest in the country.

"The council nust al so be given the power to conduct “public inquiry' on
raci al issues that have cropped up or likely to surface and to take action
to resolve theminmediately."

Abdul Aziz said a Bill nust be passed in Parlianment for this purpose.

He said the present economic problens faced by Asean and Asian countries
coul d al so cause racial unrest here.

"W cannot resolve racial problenms through police action and
| egislations ... such problenms can only be tackled through consultations,
di scussions and a |l ot of tol erance.”

Seripah Noli Syed Hussin (BN Sepang) took to task private sector
conpani es and cor porations whi ch had benefited when the econony was doi ng
wel | but now pl aced nore enphasis on engagi ng foreign workers instead of
assi sting the | ocals.

"I amnot against the enpl oynment of foreign workers if the expertise
cannot be found locally but there are too many i nstances where conpani es
engaged foreign workers instead of |ocals and offered themattractive
wages. "

She said this was a reflection of the nentality of certain |ocal
compani es whi ch denonstrated a | ack of patriotism

On the present econom ¢ problens, she said, the problens invol ved
everybody, irrespective of race, religion or even political parties,
adding that political differences could cause further deterioration of the
econony ... "that will be a sad day for the people."

Dr Tan Chong Keng (BN-Bukit Mertajan) urged the Government not to cut
the budget for the Mnistry of Education citing that education was the
basi s of building the people and the country.

He also called on the ministry to ensure proper planning when depl oyi ng
new y trained teachers.
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