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Mahat hi r - Wnren
SET UP BODY TO MANAGE JEWELLERY CONTRI BUTI ONS, WOVEN TOLD

KUALA LUVPUR, Jan 23 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
urged women' s organi sations to set up a body to handle the sale and
i nvestnent of jewellery contributed by those wanting to help the gover nnent
tackl e the economic turnoil faced by the country.

The prime mnister said that since the governnent's call to the
worrenfol k to sell their jewellery and keep the proceeds in banks or invest
inunit trusts, many had expressed their willingness to do so but did not
know how to go about it.

"l cannot instruct on that (to sell the jewellery) but the wonen's
organi sati ons can di scuss anong t hensel ves and find ways and set up a
specific body to handle the matter.

"W need trust. If we are to give our things, surely we want to know
who we are giving themto," he told reporters after a "Dialogue with the
Prime Mnister" organised by the Charity and Wl fare Body of Wves of
M ni sters and Deputy Mnisters (Bakti) at the National Institute of Public
Admi nistration Intan), here.

Dr Mahat hir, when making the call to the wonen recently, had said that
the noney obtained fromthe sale of the jewellery which they put in the
| ocal banks coul d be used as |l oans to traders while the noney invested in
unit trusts could be used to support the purchase of shares on the Kual a
Lunpur Stock Exchange (KLSE)

Duri ng the dial ogue session, several respresentatives of women's
organi sati ons had expressed their willingness to help the governnent tackle
t he econom ¢ probl ens but did not know how to go about it.

Replying to one of the representatives, Dr Mahathir said that if the
worrenfol k in the country wanted to sell their jewellery it nust be sold
over seas.

"If everyone wants to sell, the local traders may not be able to buy up
all. So it is better to sell overseas and bring back the forei gn exchangi ng
for keeping in our country,” he said.

He said such sale should be held in an organi sed manner because it
woul d be difficult to achieve on an individual basis.

Meanwhi l e, his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali, who is
Bakti president, believed that individual Bakti nmenbers were prepared to
sacrifice their jewellery to help the governnent tackle the economc
pr obl ens.

She said, however, that Bakti would not force its nmenbers to do so as
it must be done on a voluntary basis.

"There are 75 Bakti nenbers and each will have her own opinion on the
matter. Hence, we nust have a neeting first to discuss it," she told
reporters after the dial ogue.

She al so said that there were many wonen who wanted to hel p the
governnent tackle the current econonic problens but did not know how to.

Asked whet her Bakti would take the initiative to conduct the camnpai gn
anong the wonen she said: "Not necesarily. There are nmany ot her wonen's
organi sations.
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